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Lesson 6 49

a The Lord’s Mercy 
(3:1, 2)

Lord, I have heard of your fame; 
 I stand in awe of your deeds,  
  Lord.  
Repeat them in our day,  
 in our time make them known;  
 in wrath remember mercy.  
 —Habakkuk 3:2 

The beginning of chapter 3 marks 
a new section in the Book of Habak-
kuk. The questions and answers are 
replaced with a prayer that reads 
like a psalm. This psalm was almost 
certainly meant for public worship 
to encourage those who were about 
to experience God’s judgment. The 
term “shigionoth” (vs. 1) probably 
refers to the type of music or rhythm 
used in accompanying this song. 
The word also appears in the title 
of Psalm 7, so it is associated with 
hymns of distress. It may be like  
the term “Selah,” another term used 
in the Book of Psalms; that word 
may indicate a musical pause and 
perhaps encourages the participants 
to reflect on what has just been said 
or sung. 

Throughout the passage, Habak-
kuk used pictures of God’s previous 
work to describe what He would 
do in the future. The fame that had 
reached the prophet’s ears was 
about God’s mighty acts of deliv-
erance in the past (Hab. 3:2). The 
Lord’s history of rescuing Israel 
formed the basis for the prophet’s 
hope regarding the future. 

When we find ourselves in tight 
spots, it is easy to forget what Christ 
has done for us in the past. Both 
God’s saving acts in Scripture as 
well as our own past experiences 
can encourage us if we take the time 
to consider them during our difficul-
ties and trials. 

Ask Yourself . . . What past act of God 
in my life could I look back on to find 
encouragement for a current problem? 

As Habakkuk examined God’s 
past work on behalf of Israel, he 
proclaimed, “I stand in awe of your 
deeds, Lord.” God’s sovereignty 
and power exercised in history 
brought a holy fear upon the proph-
et. The God who rescued Israel 
out of the hand of Pharaoh and the 
Egyptian army could also deliver 
the faithful out of the hand of the 
Babylonians.

The Perspective 
of Faith

Habakkuk 3



50 Lesson 6

restore Israel’s past glory, He had to 
purge the idolatry from it. After the 
exile, all forms of idolatry had been 
eradicated from Israel’s culture. 

The prophet’s final appeal was 
that in His anger the Lord would 
remember mercy. The word translat-
ed “wrath” (Hab. 3:2) here implies 
a time of shaking and turbulence. 
The taking of God’s people into exile 
by the Babylonians would cause 
great anxiety and seem to rock the 
foundation of God’s plan of redemp-
tion. Only God’s undeserved mercy 
would sustain His people and bring 
them back to the land sometime in 
the future.

The Lord’s Glory  
(3:3-7)

God came from Teman,  
 the Holy One from Mount Paran. 
  
His glory covered the heavens  
 and his praise filled the earth.  
 —Habakkuk 3:3

After making his request that the 
Lord would have mercy, Habakkuk 
pictured God coming in judgment 
(vs. 3) with the ultimate purpose of 
delivering His people (see 3:13). The 
incredible aspect of this appearance 
is the point from which He begins. 
It is not heaven, but a place on 
earth. Teman was a prominent city 
in Edom, while Paran was located 
somewhere in the northeast desert 
region of the Sinai Peninsula. 

Habakkuk’s first request was that 
God would repeat these saving acts 
in his own day. In Deuteronomy 
32:39, this verb translated “repeat” 
means to “bring to life.” The 
prophet asked God to preserve life 
in the midst of His fierce judgment. 
If Judah must be disciplined for its 
sins, then perhaps God would be 
merciful in sparing the lives of the 
people. 

Second, he requested that God 
would make known His ways 
among the people. They needed to 
know that Judah’s punishment for 
its sins was actually a part of God’s 
saving program. Before He could 

  Word Study:

‘Mercy’
Habakkuk pleaded with 

God to remember mercy, 
even as He poured out 
His wrath (Hab. 3:2). The 
Hebrew root of “mercy” 
implies a deep love that is 
grounded in an established 
relationship. This word is 
also translated as “compas-
sion” and “pity.” 

While the word is rarely 
used of humans in the Bible, 
it is often used of God, indi-
cating the strong tie that 
exists between Him and His 
children. His heart of mercy 
looks at us as a compassion-
ate Father’s. b
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Habakkuk 3:3-7

accomplish what needed to be done 
both in terms of judgment and of 
redemption. 

The text also says “his power was 
hidden.” As spectacular as it was, 
the grandeur of God’s approach 
would not reveal the full extent of 
His glory and power. If that were 
shown, no human could survive the 
glory of His arrival, let alone the 
plagues and pestilence that would 
also accompany the Lord’s coming 
(vs. 5). Just as God used plagues in 
the past, especially prior to the Exo-
dus from Egypt, so He would use 
them here to rescue His people from 
total destruction.

Verse 6 pictures the Lord shak-
ing the earth as He comes to a halt, 

God is thus pictured as coming 
from the general area where He 
met with Israel 
on Mount Sinai 
and entered into a 
covenant with the 
people. As Moses 
blessed the people 
before his death, 
he referred to both 
Mount Paran and 
Mount Sinai as 
places of God’s 
glory (see Deut. 
33:2). Habakkuk 
connected God’s 
future intervention 
on behalf of the 
nation with another 
time in which the 
Lord had come to 
His people in their 
need.

The earthly origin 
of the Lord’s ad vance on Israel did 
not, however, diminish the glory of 
His appearing. The word “glory” is 
used of both kingly authority and a 
radiance of light. Both fit this con-
text in which God asserts His sover-
eignty over history and displays His 
splendor as He comes to deliver His 
people. 

Habakkuk 3:4 describes this bril-
liance as being “like the sunrise.” 
Because the glory of God cannot 
be adequately described in human 
terms, it is often described in terms 
of light. The rays that flashed “from 
his hand” indicate the tremendous 
concentration of power and light 
with the Lord at the time of His 
coming. He was ready and able to 
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Habakkuk described God’s coming in His 
glory from Paran, which is located in the 
northeast corner of the Sinai Peninsula.
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Habakkuk 3:8-15

Ask Yourself . . . Is there someone in 
my life who would lovingly confront me 
if I wandered offtrack spiritually? 

Habakkuk contrasted the shatter-
ing of the mountains with the eter-
nity of God. The most enduring and 
lasting features on earth are nothing 
before the everlasting power of the 
Lord. His ways far transcend any-
thing on earth. 

Verse 7 lists two groups of people 
as being in distress at the appear-
ance of the Lord. Some believe 
that Cushan and Midian were two 
nomadic tribes who dwelled in the 
Sinai Peninsula at the time of Israel’s 
exodus from Egypt. Others identify 
these nations as early oppressors of 
the Israelites after they reached the 
land of Canaan. This later view does 
fit with the context of God rescuing 
Israel from its enemies.

The Lord’s 
Deliverance (3:8-15)

You came out to deliver your  
  people,  
 to save your anointed one.  
You crushed the leader of the land   
  of wickedness,  
 you stripped him from head to   
  foot.  
 —Habakkuk 3:13 

As Habakkuk moved closer to 
announcing the purpose for God’s 
visitation of judgment, that of deliv-
ering His people, he again used past 
images that reflect both God’s anger 

presumably at His destination. The 
scope of His judgments encompass 
the entire world as great distur-
bances take place on the planet. It is 
a time of tremendous upheaval in 
which even Israel experiences the 
fury of God’s wrath. 

In the midst of all this turmoil, it 
only takes a glance from the Lord 
to make the nations tremble. This 
indicates both fright and emotional 
pain. His look causes these nations 
to collapse in fear as they realize that 
the Lord has returned. 

While most scholars agree that 
this appearance represents the 
Lord’s rescue of the Jews from the 
Babylonian captivity, some also see 
a future fulfillment in the Lord’s sec-
ond coming. They believe that the 
worldwide scope of the judgments 
points to the time when the Lord 
returns to deliver His people from 
their enemies at the end of this age. 

The power of His coming causes 
the “ancient mountains” to crumble 
and the hills to collapse. These sym-
bols of permanence and security 
come crashing down at the Lord’s 
presence. Nothing can hinder God 
from accomplishing His purposes.

Just like the idolaters in Judah 
and the arrogant Babylonians, many 
people today believe they can get 
away with anything. They accept 
no higher moral authority than 
themselves and reject the notion of 
accountability. But the message of 
Habakkuk is that God does hold sin-
ful people and nations accountable 
for their wickedness. Although the 
punishment for evil may be delayed, 
it will eventually occur. 

c
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Habakkuk 3:8-15

mighty, the Lord would triumph in 
the end. The preparation of God’s 
bow and arrows shows His readi-
ness for the battle (Hab. 3:9). 

When faced with discouraging 
circumstances, we may think that 
our problems are too big for us. But 
no obstacle, not even the mightiest 
army on earth, can stop God from 
accomplishing His purposes in the 
lives of His people. Our God is able 
and willing to do all that is needed 
in our lives. 

Ask Yourself . . . What’s the biggest 
problem I ever faced? How did the Lord 
get me through it? 

and His work on behalf of Israel. 
The questions of verse 8 bring to 
mind the parting of the Red Sea in 
which the Lord brought Israel to 
safety while destroying the Egyp-
tian army that had chased after the 
Israelites (see Exod. 14:21-31). The 
repeated mention of God’s wrath in 
this verse shows the seriousness of 
what was about to take place. 

The conquering empires of the 
ancient world were known for their 
chariots and horses. The reference to 
God’s horses and victorious chari-
ots was intended to bring comfort 
to the faithful in Israel. Although 
Babylon’s chariots and cavalry were 

Who Is ‘the Anointed One’?
The Hebrew word for the “anointed one” in Habakkuk 3:13 is 

the word from which we get Messiah, referring to the promised 

deliverer identified in the New Testament as Jesus. But there is 

some question as to whether or not this particular use of the word 

is a reference to Christ. There are three basic interpretations: 

1. Some regard the word as plural and take it to mean the  

 people delivered by God. 

2. Others interpret the passage to mean that the “anointed   

 one” is the agent by whom the Lord accomplishes His  

 deliverance. Some with this view suggest that it is Cyrus who  

 was called the Lord’s “anointed” (see Isa. 45:1) and helped   

 the Jews get back to Judah. 

3. Others believe that the “anointed one” of Habakkuk 3:13 is   

 indeed Jesus Christ.
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Habakkuk 3:8-15

In the last part of verse 13, Habak-
kuk pictured the Lord as crushing 
“the leader of the land of wicked-
ness.” Although some equate this 
leader with a future king of the 
Babylonians, others do not attempt 
to identify him with any historical 
person. Whoever this leader may 
be, God totally demolishes his king-
dom. 

But the Lord not only defeats this 
wicked ruler; He also humiliates 
him by causing him to be destroyed 
“with his own spear” (vs. 14a). 
David used a similar picture to 
describe the eventual fate of those 
who would attack the needy and 
upright: “Their swords will pierce 
their own hearts, and their bows 
will be broken” (Ps. 37:15). 

As the prophet closed this section, 
he again alluded to God’s deliver-
ance of Israel at the Red Sea. The 
warriors storming out to scatter and 
devour God’s people (Hab. 3:14) 
remind the reader of Egypt’s army 
chasing after Israel. Israel’s deliver-
ance at the Red Sea pictured what 
God would do again for Israel at a 
future time (vs. 15). 

God has a way of rescuing His 
people from danger when all hope 
of a human solution is gone. Just as 
with the Israelites at the Red Sea, He 
sometimes waits until the last min-
ute to show His power. But regard-
less of His timing, it is reassuring to 
know our hope is in one who can do 
the impossible.

Ask Yourself . . . What event in my 
life is a good illustration of God’s perfect 
timing? 

Mountains and huge torrents of 
water represent the most powerful 
forces in nature (vs. 10). Yet not only 
is God greater than these, but He is 
also able to use them to accomplish 
His purposes for His people. Who 
can possibly stand before a God 
powerful enough to redirect the 
forces of nature? 

The reference to the sun and 
moon standing “still in the heavens” 
(vs. 11) takes the reader back to 
when God made the sun stand still, 
enabling Joshua to complete the vic-
tory over Israel’s enemies at Gibeon 
(see Josh. 10:12-14). This allusion 
again shows the limitless power of 
the Lord to judge sin and redeem 
His people.

With all this might at His dispos-
al, God marches through the earth 
as a triumphant conqueror thresh-
ing the nations in His anger (Hab. 
3:12). Babylon’s speedy conquests of 
ancient kingdoms pales by way of 
comparison with what the Lord is 
able to do. In response to the wick-
edness of the nations, He unleashes 
His anger and tramples them under-
foot as grain under the feet of a 
farmer. The Lord’s judgment would 
be swift and decisive. 

In verse 13, Habakkuk finally 
made clear what he had suggested 
all along: the purpose of God’s com-
ing was to deliver His people. The 
prophet did not want anyone to mis-
take the intention behind the Lord’s 
display of power and wrath. His 
ultimate aim in destroying wicked-
ness was to redeem His people and 
to provide safety for them. 
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Habakkuk 3:16-19

Ask Yourself . . . Whose salvation can 
I pray for today? 

Habakkuk’s faith and hope in 
what God was going to do in the 
future enabled him to wait patiently 
on the Lord for the day in which 
Babylon would be punished and 
the Jews set free. Although he was 
resigned to the fiery punishment 
God would bring upon Judah for 
its sins, he also had hope in a sure 
future in which the Lord would 
rescue His people once more. 

Verse 17 pictures the devastation 
of Israel’s agricultural economy. 
From the fig tree to the grapes on 
the vines to the cattle in the stalls, all 
would be wiped out. The reason for 
the widespread crop failure and loss 
of animals was presumably the Bab-
ylonian invasion. Invading enemy 
troops not only lived off the land 

The Lord’s 
Faithfulness  
(3:16-19)

Though the fig tree does not bud  
 and there are no grapes on the   
  vines,  
though the olive crop fails  
 and the fields produce no food,  
though there are no sheep in the   
  pen  
 and no cattle in the stalls,  
yet I will rejoice in the Lord,  
 I will be joyful in God my 
   Savior.   
 —Habakkuk 3:17, 18 

At the conclusion of the vision, 
Habakkuk felt fear and dread (vs. 
16). The knowledge that Judah was 
about to be taken into captivity 
caused God’s messenger great dis-
tress. He was visibly shaken from 
seeing the judgments God would 
bring upon Judah, the Babylonians, 
and the rest of the world. 

In his astonishment, the prophet’s 
legs felt as though they were about 
to give out under him. Habak-
kuk did not take his message of 
judgment lightly. He knew what 
it meant for him as well as for the 
people among whom he walked 
every day. 

As believers we also know what 
is ahead for those who do not know 
our Savior. Although they may 
escape punishment for their sin in 
this life, they will face an eternity of 
anguish if they do not repent and 
turn to the Lord.

d

A barren fig tree. Habakkuk was able 
to rejoice in the Lord even though the 
fig trees would bear no fruit, the crops 
would fail, and the livestock pens 
would be empty.
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Habakkuk 3:16-19

edness apart from any apparent 
divine intervention, he questioned 
the purposes of God. But when He 
saw what the Lord would do in the 
future, his faith was strengthened 
and he was filled with joy. 

When we focus on our own cir-
cumstances with no thought of the 
future, it is easy to question God’s 
purposes. But when we examine 
what Scripture says about the com-
ing glory, we find reason to rejoice 
even in our trials (see Rom. 8:18). 
The sure hope that God will mani-
fest His faithfulness enables us to 
endure any type of troubling cir-
cumstance.

but often deliberately destroyed the 
remaining crops. 

Though Habakkuk foresaw the 
coming loss of all things, he still 
chose to live by faith. He said, “Yet I 
will rejoice in the Lord, I will be joy-
ful in God my Savior” (vs. 18). The 
oncoming desolation drove him to 
faith rather than despair. Despite the 
destruction of everything that Judah 
depended upon for life, Habakkuk 
still believed in the sustaining power 
of God. 

Habakkuk’s change of perspec-
tive took him from questioning 
God to rejoicing in His providence. 
When he focused on human wick-


