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Lesson 9 73

a The Return of God’s 
People (1:1-6)

This is what the Lord Almighty 
says, “Return to me,” declares the 
Lord Almighty, “and I will return 
to you,” says the Lord Almighty. 
 —Zechariah 1:3

The Book of Zechariah begins by 
identifying its author and the his-
torical context of his ministry (vs. 
1). Zechariah, whose name means 
“God remembers,” was a member of 
a priestly family. He took over the 
leadership of the family from Iddo, 
his grandfather (see Neh. 12:4, 16). 
Zechariah began his ministry two 

months after Haggai gave his first 
message, during the reign of Darius. 
Like Haggai, Zechariah encouraged 
the rebuilding of the temple and dis-
played a vital interest in the spiritual 
well-being of the people. 

Zechariah stated, “The Lord was 
very angry with your ancestors” 
(vs. 2). This phrase suggests a long 
and controlled indignation and 
emphasizes God’s displeasure with 
the preexilic Jews. (Their sin and 
idolatry resulted in the destruction 
of the temple in 586 b.c. and captiv-
ity in Babylon.) Zechariah’s listeners 
were well aware that the exile was a 
direct result of God’s wrath against 
their ancestors, and they needed to 
be only briefly reminded of the past.

The people of Zechariah’s day 
could change their course and go in 
the opposite direction from that of 
their predecessors (vs. 3). Although 
they had, to some extent, returned 
to the Lord, they were encouraged 
to do more. The urgency of the com-
mand is demonstrated by the repeat-
ed use of the title “Lord Almighty.” 

The Return 
of God’s Favor

Zechariah 1—6

Relief of the Persian King Darius,  
who allowed the Jews to return to 
Jerusalem and rebuild the temple.
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tion of Jews. The word translated 
“overtake” is a hunting term and 
implies that the Word of God pur-
sued, caught, and put to death the 
evildoers.

Zechariah clearly implied the 
words that had been spoken by the 
earlier prophets were the inspired 
words of God (see also II Pet. 1:21). 
Although the people chose to ignore 
them, God’s warnings were fulfilled 
exactly as given by His messengers. 
Similarly, our response to Scripture 
does not affect its fulfillment; all that 
it predicts will come to pass precise-
ly as it is written.

If they did return to the Lord, He 
promised to return to them.

The Lord does not want us to 
simply go through the motions of 
serving Him. First and foremost, 
He desires a close relationship with 
each of His followers.

Ask Yourself . . . Have I ever been 
closer to God than I am now? What can 
I do to draw closer to Him? 

Prophets such as Isaiah, Jeremiah, 
and Ezekiel warned the preexilic 
Jews to turn away from their wick-
edness and evil behavior, but these 
ancestors refused to listen to God 
speaking through the prophets (vs. 
4). Their defiance was the primary 
reason for the exile in Babylon, as 
the writer of II Chronicles explained: 
“They mocked God’s messengers, 
despised his words and scoffed at 
his prophets until the wrath of the 
Lord was aroused against his peo-
ple and there was no remedy”  
(II Chron. 36:16).

To emphasize the results of the 
earlier disobedience, Zechariah 
asked, “Where are your ancestors 
now? And the prophets, do they live 
forever?” (Zech. 1:5). The abrupt-
ness of these questions suggests an 
unexpected end of life. The prophet 
did not have to elaborate on the 
calamities that came upon them—
the events were fresh in everyone’s 
memory.

While the lives of the prophets 
and people were temporary, God’s 
Word remained active and power-
ful (vs. 6). His words lived on to be 
fulfilled, as was shown by how they 
caught up with the earlier genera-

Times of the 

Gentiles
In the books of Haggai 

and Zechariah, time was 

measured relative to a Gen-

tile king (Hag. 1:1; Zech. 

1:1) because the Jews had 

no king of their own with 

which to date events. Both 

prophets dated their min-

istries using the reign of 

Darius, the king of Persia. 

Some interpreters refer 

to this as the “times of the 

Gentiles,” a period that 

began with Nebuchadnezzar 

and continues to the present 

time.
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He was standing among the myrtle 
trees in a ravine. Behind him were 
red, brown and white horses” (vs. 
8). The man on the first horse is later 
identified as “the angel of the Lord” 
in verse 11. These horses certainly 
had riders since these riders later 
reported to the angel of the Lord. 
The riders apparently represented 
angelic messengers. 

The colors of the horses may refer 
to the missions of the riders. Red 
is the color of blood, war, and ven-
geance. The white may be a reflec-
tion of heavenly glory or light. The 
word for “brown” can also be taken 
as gray or a mixture of colors, which 
makes it difficult to identify. 

Upon seeing the different col-
ored horses, Zechariah respectfully 
inquired about the meaning of the 

Ask Yourself . . . Am I taking any-
thing in the Bible less seriously than I 
should? 

Apparently, some of the Jews’ 
ancestors did repent, either before 
or after the exile began (Zech. 1:6b). 
This again shows the triumph of 
God’s Word as some of the people 
eventually recognized its truth. 
Zechariah hoped that his listeners 
would respond to his call for repen-
tance before it was too late.

The Return of  
God’s Mercy (1:7-17)

This is what the Lord says; “I will 
return to Jerusalem with mercy, 
and there my house will be rebuilt. 
And the measuring line will be 
stretched out over Jerusalem,” 
declares the Lord Almighty. 
 —Zechariah 1:16

Three months after Zechariah’s 
initial call to repentance, and five 
months after work resumed on the 
temple, the word of the Lord again 
came to the prophet (vs. 7). This 
time the message came through a 
series of eight visions that occurred 
on a single night (vs. 8a). These 
visions were not dreams, but rev-
elations given to the prophet while 
he was awake. The purpose of the 
visions was to encourage the people 
to persevere in the rebuilding of the 
temple.

In the first vision, Zechariah saw 
“a man mounted on a red horse. 

b

In his vision, Zechariah saw men 
on horses in a ravine filled with 

myrtle trees. Myrtle trees are fragrant 
evergreen shrubs that grow well in 

Israel, especially beside streams. Their 
boughs were frequently used in the 

Feast of Tabernacles (Neh. 8:15). 
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God’s discipline was still upon them 
and now they needed His mercy.

The New Testament shows 
Christ’s continued willingness to 
pray for His people (see John 17). 
Hebrews 7:25 says that “he always 
lives to intercede” for those who 
come to Him. And I John 2:1 says 
that Jesus is “[our] advocate with 
the Father.” Just as with the Jews in 
Zechariah’s day, Jesus shows His 
love for us by continually praying 
on our behalf.

Ask Yourself . . . What does Jesus say 
when He intercedes for me? 

After prayer, the Lord spoke 
“kind and comforting words” (Zech. 
1:13) to the angel, who relayed 
them to Zechariah, who in turn was 
commanded to pass them on to the 
people. The message, given in verses 
14 to 17, consists of three main 
points: God still loved Israel, He was 
extremely angry with the nations 
who had afflicted His people, and 
He intended glory and prosperity 
for Jerusalem.

God’s love was demonstrated in 
jealousy for His people (vs. 14). The 
Lord could not tolerate unfaithful-
ness; He demanded an exclusive 
right to the people’s devotion. This 
jealousy also meant that God pun-
ished those who violated His trea-
sured nation. These intense feelings 
caused God to dramatically inter-
cede on Israel’s behalf many times 
during its history.

At first, God was only a little 
angry with nations such as Baby-
lon whom He used to discipline 
Judah (vs. 15). But these kingdoms 

vision (vs. 9). The interpreting angel 
said he would show the prophet the 
answer; the one standing among 
the myrtle trees informed Zechariah 
that the other horsemen were mes-
sengers sent on missions throughout 
the world (vs. 10).

The Persian kings used envoys on 
swift horses to keep them informed 
on matters pertaining to their king-
dom. This vision pictures the Lord 
as gaining information about the 
nations of the whole earth in a simi-
lar manner. The idea of “sent” again 
indicates that these riders were 
probably angels.

These messengers “reported to the 
angel of the Lord, who was stand-
ing among the myrtle trees” (vs. 
11). In Scripture the “angel of the 
Lord” is often identified as the Lord 
Himself. Many believe this angel is 
Christ before the Incarnation. 

The envoys reported that the 
world was “at rest and in peace.” 
The first two years of Darius’s reign 
were marked by great unrest in the 
Persian Empire. But by 520 b.c., 
the disturbances had been brought 
under control and the empire was at 
peace. The wording points to a calm 
and secure condition, free from dis-
ruption caused by enemies. Judah, 
however, was still under Persian 
domination.

The disparity between the con-
dition of Judah and the peaceful 
circumstances of the nations around 
it prompted the angel of the Lord 
to intercede for His people (vs. 12). 
He asked that this situation might 
be rectified through God’s mercy. 
The unrest of the Jews showed that 
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the Christian faith may be snug and 
smug, God’s harsh discipline will 
eventually reach them unless they 
repent. Believers can rest comfort-
ably in their Savior’s love for them.

Ask Yourself . . . How will I need 
God’s deliverance this week?

The Return of God’s 
Judgment (1:18-21)

These are the horns that scattered 
Judah so that no one could raise his 
head, but the craftsmen have come 
to terrify them and throw down 
these horns of the nations who 
lifted up their horns against the 
land of Judah to scatter its people. 
 —Zechariah 1:21

In the second vision of the night, 
the prophet saw four horns in front 
of him (vs. 18). In Scripture, horns 
typically represent great strength 
and pride. These horns were pre-
sumably on the heads of aggressive 
animals since they were capable of 
being used to cause terror (see vs. 
21). The head and body of these 
animals were left to the reader’s 
imagination.

As in the first vision, Zechariah did 
not hesitate to ask about the meaning 
of what he saw (vs. 19). In response, 
the Lord identified the horns as 
the nations “that scattered Judah, 
Israel and Jerusalem.” This reference 
includes all the Israelites, both Judah 
and the northern kingdom.

intensified God’s wrath by treating 
Judah harshly and unjustly. Now 
these arrogant and carefree nations 
were about to experience the anger 
of the Lord. Despite their feelings 
of self-security, calamity was just 
around the corner. 

God’s love for the people, along 
with His anger toward the nations 
harming them, ensured that the 
promises of verses 16 and 17 would 
be fulfilled and the temple rebuilt. 
The “measuring line” was a tool 
used in construction and here sym-
bolized the restoration of Jerusalem 
(see Jer. 31:38-40). Not only would 
Israel be rebuilt, but it would once 
again enjoy a time of prosperity.

After the destruction of Jerusalem, 
no one comforted the nation. But 
now the Lord Himself would com-
fort it. This verse resembles Isaiah 
40:1, which also shows God’s desire 
to comfort His people and rebuild 
the waste places after the captivity.

While many believe that the 
prophecies in this passage await a 
full future fulfillment, several things 
happened in the immediate future 
to fulfill Zechariah’s vision. A revolt 
by the Babylonians was met with 
severe reprisals by the Persians. The 
temple was completed in the sixth 
year of Darius. Nehemiah succeeded 
in rebuilding Jerusalem’s walls. 

One of the great assurances that 
comes from this passage is that God 
knows our difficult circumstances 
and is already preparing to rescue 
us. Help is on the way! As His chil-
dren we can be confident that He is 
interceding for us and seeking our 
well-being. While those who oppose 

c
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and feels all the pain they endure. 
In His good time, He will not fail to 
defend and rescue them. He never 
abandons those who seek Him  
(see I Pet. 5:7).

Ask Yourself . . . How has God com-
forted me when I felt abandoned and 
alone? 

Zechariah 2:1—6:8 in Brief

In the third vision of the night, 
Zechariah saw a man coming to 
measure the city of Jerusalem. The 
city was being measured for its 
complete restoration when the Lord 
would again dwell there and be a 
wall of fire around the city.

The fourth vision pictures Joshua, 
the high priest, receiving clean 
clothes in place of his filthy ones. 
The cleansing of Joshua illustrates 
how God forgives the sins of His 
people and makes them righteous in 
His sight.

The vision of the gold lampstand 
and two olive trees was given to 
encourage Zerubbabel in his efforts 
to rebuild the temple and lead the 
people. The Lord assured him that 
it was not through might or power 
that he would succeed, but by His 
Spirit.

The sixth and seventh visions 
deal with God’s judgment upon sin. 
The flying scroll shows the speed at 
which God’s Word will be fulfilled. 
The vision of the measuring basket 
displays how God will deal with 
wickedness.

The eighth vision presents four 
chariots that serve as God’s instru-

Several ideas have been put for-
ward as to the identity of these four 
horns. Some identify them as Assyr-
ia, Egypt, Babylonia, and Medo-
Persia, nations that certainly contrib-
uted to the captivity of the Jewish 
people. Others equate them with the 
four horns and kingdoms of Daniel 
2 and 7. Still others suggest that the 
number four represents the totality 
of the opposition against Israel as 
coming from the four points of the 
compass.

Next, the Lord showed the proph-
et “four craftsmen,” or workmen in 
a trade of some kind (Zech. 1:20). 
This time Zechariah asked about the 
purpose of the craftsmen rather than 
their identity (vs. 21). Their function 
was to “terrify” and “throw down” 
the nations that had abused the Isra-
elites. They would be God’s instru-
ments in bringing His judgment 
upon these kingdoms.

As with the horns, there are differ-
ent explanations regarding the iden-
tity of the “craftsmen.” Those who 
believe that the horns are the four 
world empires of Daniel 2 and 7 
believe that the craftsmen represent 
the kingdoms that destroyed the 
preceding ones. Others believe that 
these nations are the ones God used 
to overthrow past enemies of Israel, 
such as the Persians who defeated 
the Babylonians and enabled the 
Jews to return to their land.

In any case, the main point is 
that all of Israel’s enemies would 
ultimately be defeated. God saw the 
harm inflicted by Israel’s enemies 
and provided for their punishment. 
The Lord cares about His people 
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ments of judgment for the nations 
that have dealt severely with Israel. 
These chariots go throughout all 
the earth fulfilling God’s Word on 
those foolish enough to mistreat His 
people.

The Return of the 
Messiah (6:9-15)

Take the silver and gold and make 
a crown, and set it on the head of 
the high priest, Joshua son of  
Jozadak. —Zechariah 6:11

After the eight night visions, the 
Lord again spoke to Zechariah (vs. 
9). This time the prophet was in 
familiar places with people he knew. 
The words he spoke, however, were 
still considered the authoritative 
Word of God. 

The occasion of the message was 
the arrival in Jerusalem of three 
men from Babylon who came bring-
ing gifts for the construction of the 
temple (vs. 10). The Lord instructed 
the prophet to meet these men in 
the house of Josiah and receive their 
gifts of silver and gold. These men 
may have been leaders of a group 
of new returnees from the exile in 
Babylon.

God then instructed Zechariah 
to make a crown out of the silver 
and gold and place it on the head of 
Joshua the high priest (vs. 11). This 
crown represented royalty—it was 
not the crown of a high priest. The 
purpose of this coronation was 

d

to keep alive the people’s hope of a 
Messiah who would serve as both 
priest and king. Joshua was only a 
figure of the future king-priest; he 
never served as a king.

The messianic symbolism of the 
passage becomes clearer in verse 12. 
The phrase “here is the man” was 
used by Pilate when he introduced 
Jesus to the crowd (see John 19:5). 
“Branch” is also a popular designa-
tion of the Messiah in Old Testa-
ment prophecy (Zech. 6:12; see Isa. 
4:2; 11:1; Jer. 23:5; 33:15).

The reference to the temple (Zech. 
6:12, 13) is probably to a future tem-
ple since Zerubbabel was to com-
plete the restoration temple (see 4:9, 
10). Some believe that this is a future 
physical temple that the Messiah 
Himself will build. Others interpret 
this temple as spiritual. 

Jesus said that the temple would 
be destroyed, but that He would 
rebuild it in three days. Of course, 
He was talking about Himself, spe-
cifically the crucifixion and resurrec-
tion of His body (see John 2:19).

Not only will this messianic 
branch build the temple, but He 
will also possess the majesty of 
royalty (Zech. 6:13). The text says 
He will take His seat and rule on 
His throne, perfectly combining 
the offices of king and priest. The 
throne most likely refers to the 
promised Davidic throne (see  
II Sam. 7:16; Isa 9:7). This passage 
(along with Ps. 110:1-4) provides 
one of the clearest indications in 
Scripture that the coming Davidic 
king would also be a priest upon 
the throne.
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In the Old Testament, priests 
never sat during their duties 
because their work was never fin-
ished. Christ’s work, however, is 
gloriously finished and He is able 
to sit on His throne. This ability of 
our Savior to act as both High Priest 
and King gives us great hope for the 
future. Not only can He completely 
forgive all our sins; He also possess-
es the power to control all things so 
that nothing can interfere with the 
future salvation of those committed 
to Him. 

Ask Yourself . . . What spiritual 
obstacles has the Lord removed from my 
path? 

After the ceremony, the crown 
was placed in the temple as a 
“memorial” (Zech. 6:14). The crown 
would remind future generations of 
their hope for the Messiah and also 
serve as a memorial to the devotion 
of those who came from Babylon to 
contribute to the temple.

Just as these exiles from Babylon, 
people would also come from far 
away in a future day and “help 
to build the temple of the Lord” 
(vs. 15). The sense is that Gentiles 
would contribute wealth and mate-
rials for the construction of this 
future temple, just as they did for 
the second temple.

 A Crown of 

HONOR
Zechariah was instructed by 

God to make a crown and place 
it upon Joshua the high priest 
(Zech. 6:11). 

There are four kinds of 
crowns described in the Old 
Testament. The first type was 
worn by the high priest and 
Israel’s kings, and was usu-
ally made of a light gold plate 
engraved with words of conse-
cration. This crown was often 
worn over a turban. The second 
type was a wreath of laurels or 
flowers, and usually was worn 
at banquets and festivals. 

A third type of crown was 
worn in battle by Hebrew 
kings. Usually this was a 
band of silk studded with a 
few jewels. The last type of 
crown described in the Old 
Testament was massive and 
heavy, usually made of silver 
and gold and decorated with 
many jewels. This was the 
type of crown that Zechariah 
created for the high priest.


