
November  1

Savoring

May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face 
shine on us (Psalm 67:1).

Scripture: Psalm 67
Song: “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come”

In a memorable episode of Hill Street Blues, of� cers confronted 
a man who was continuously rolling his chair around a restaurant’s 
all-you-can-eat buffet. That guy had clearly overstayed his welcome. 
But at the other extreme, it is possible for a person to consume a 
meal almost without thinking. When we eat someone’s carefully 
prepared meal, part of the experience involves tasting the � avors 
the chef has labored to produce. We can take time to savor, pausing 
between courses, and enjoying conversation with others.

Selah is a Hebrew word used at the end of many verses in the 
psalms, including Psalm 67:1 in many English Bible editions. One 
interpretation of its meaning is to pause the singing. Whatever its 
exact meaning, an overt reminder to pause might be helpful! Pause 
and marvel that an all-powerful God is willing to bless and be gra-
cious to us; indeed, the God of the universe will hear and answer 
our prayers (1 John 5:14-15).

We can pause to thank God for His bounty and savor the good-
ness of all that He has prepared for us. Stop and consider what a 
privilege it is to ask that God shine His face on us.

Father, help us to refl ect on, give thanks for, and celebrate Your constant love for us. 
In Jesus’ name, amen.

November 1–7. Tamara Durant lives in northern New York with her husband of 26 years and two 
unruly dogs. She enjoys boating and reading.

Praise in Every Way

Let everything that hath breath praise the LORD (Psalm 
150:6, KJV).

Scripture: Psalm 150 
Song: “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”

God should be praised in every way—even by a message from a 
spaceship. On Christmas Eve 1968, Americans had the rare treat 
of hearing a live broadcast from astronauts aboard Apollo 8 as it 
orbited the moon. As the astronauts began speaking, listeners in 
the United States heard the astronauts read familiar words from 
Genesis 1:1: “In the beginning God created the heaven and the 
earth.” In all, the astronauts read the � rst 10 verses of the creation 
story. One can only imagine the awe the astronauts experienced 
as they read about God’s creative power while they watched the 
earth, sun, moon, and stars from space.

In Psalm 150, the psalmist stated that the Israelites should praise 
God everywhere: in the sanctuary as well as in the heavens. They 
should also praise God in every way possible: with trumpets, harp, 
stringed instruments, cymbals, and dance. In fact, he states that 
everything with breath should praise God. There was nothing that 
could not be used to glorify God. 

Likewise, we should praise God at every opportunity and in ev-
ery way. We can praise God while at home, at work, or at school. 
We can praise God in our phone calls, text messages, and social 
network posts. As we use every means at our disposal to show Him 
praise wherever we are, God will be honored and others will be 
drawn to Him.

Father, help us to praise You in every way we can. In Jesus’ name, amen. 

October  31
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November  3

Commissioning

Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in 
heaven and on earth has been given to me. Therefore go 
and make disciples of all nations” (Matthew 28:18-19).

Scripture: Matthew 28:16-20
Song: “Send Me, Lord”

At age 96 on March 7, 2020, Hershel “Woody” Williams, a re-
tired U.S. Marine Medal of Honor recipient from the Battle of Iwo 
Jima, was honored by the commissioning of a U.S. Navy ship that 
now bears his name. While the launching of a ship involves � oat-
ing it out of dry dock and testing its soundness for a year or two, a 
ship’s commissioning signi� es that it has completed its sea trials and 
is ready for active duty. The commissioning confers authority on 
the ship’s operator—the U.S. Navy and the ship’s captain and crew.

Jesus has been given all authority in Heaven and on earth. With 
the Great Commission, Jesus entrusted His disciples, who had un-
dergone “sea” trials, and all disciples who follow to continue the 
ministry to all nations. Through our individual Christian walks, 
God readies us for our unique part in sharing the good news.

Praise God that He allows us to share in the message and also 
to share it with others. Just as with a commissioned ship, not all 
our sailing will be con� ict free, but Jesus promised that He is with 
us always, to the very end of the age (Matthew 28:20). We can be 
con� dent in and celebrate the abiding, readying, comforting pres-
ence of the Holy Spirit.

Father, thank You for preparing, equipping, and entrusting us to carry out our part in 
Your commission. In Jesus’ name, amen.

November  2

Roster

In the last days, the mountain of the LORD’s temple will be 
established as the highest of the mountains . . . and all na-
tions will stream to it (Isaiah 2:2).

Scripture: Isaiah 2:1-5
Song: “Go Tell It on the Mountain”

My husband has spent a good amount of time hiking the Adiron-
dack Mountains. He has met a variety of people, including a cross-
country team running mountain trails, a man who was attempting 
to see how many black� y bites he could stand, and a woman who 
soon learned that high heels weren’t ideal footwear. In all, he has 
summited 22 of the 46 high peaks, nearly halfway toward member-
ship in the 46ers club. 

A mountain is something so tangible in its majesty and greatness. 
People seek out its awe-inspiring and humbling magnitude. Isaiah 
tells us that “in the last days” (Isaiah 2:1) the temple mount in 
Jerusalem will be � rmly established as the chief, highest, and most 
exalted. He offers a vision of hope that people of all nations in those 
days will seek the “mountain of the LORD’s temple” (vs. 2), where 
He will teach the people His ways.

God’s love for us will remain as constant and � rm as a mountain. 
He offers us all the hope of salvation through Christ. Membership 
in God’s kingdom isn’t earned but is offered freely to those who 
repent and accept Jesus as their Savior. Our sins are forgiven, and 
our names are entered into the Lamb’s book of life. What a club!

Father, we are humbled by Your majesty and celebrate Your saving grace. In Jesus’ 
name, amen.
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November  5

I Hear You

Hear my prayer, LORD; listen to my cry for mercy. When I 
am in distress, I call to you, because you answer me (Psalm 
86:6-7).

Scripture: Psalm 86:1-11
Song: “His Eye Is on the Sparrow”

The young brothers just couldn’t stop talking and carrying on 
at bedtime. Their father had already given them two warnings to 
settle down and go to sleep. The third time the father called up the 
stairs, he told them that he didn’t want to hear another peep out 
of them. After a few beats, one brother couldn’t help himself and 
quietly uttered, “Peep.” Even Dad got the humor.

Amid his troubles, the psalmist David prayed with certainty and 
con� dence that God heard him and would answer him. Just as 
children are dependent on parents, David expressed his complete 
dependence on God, crying out to the Lord and relying only on 
God “all day long” for assistance (Psalm 86:2). He acknowledged 
God’s greatness and sovereignty and noted how all the nations will 
worship Him. David remained open to God’s instruction in order 
to walk in His truth.

Our Father hears our prayers. God is unlimited in His capacity: 
“Surely the arm of the LORD is not too short to save, nor his ear too 
dull to hear” (Isaiah 59:1). Jesus assured us that not even a sparrow 
falling to the ground escapes God’s oversight (Matthew 10:29). We 
can rest in the assurance that our Father’s love and consideration 
for us are constant.

Father, we praise You for Your limitless and perfectly suffi cient ability to hear the 
prayers of Your people. In Jesus’ name, amen.

November  4

Coattails

This is what the LORD Almighty says: “In those days ten 
people from all languages and nations will take � rm hold of 
one Jew by the hem of his robe and say, ‘Let us go with you, 
because we have heard that God is with you’” (Zechariah 8:23).

Scripture: Zechariah 8:18-23
Song: “Touch the Hem of His Garment”

The idiom “riding on another’s coattails” evokes for me the im-
age of Bugs Bunny as concert pianist, � ipping his coattails before sit-
ting to give his very unique rendition of Liszt’s Hungarian Rhapsody 
No. 2. But riding on another’s coattails actually connotes getting 
a free ride by attaching oneself to a more in� uential person; thus, 
one’s success is dependent on someone else’s efforts.

Just as the woman intentionally touched the edge of Jesus’ cloak 
(Matthew 9:20), Zechariah tells us that people from all languages 
and nations will take � rm and intentional hold of the hem of the 
robe of “one Jew.” Through Jesus, God does offer a “free ride” to 
salvation in that we can’t earn or purchase our salvation; instead, 
we are completely dependent on the sacri� ce of Jesus.

We can be intentional about seeking Jesus every day, intentional 
about living according to God’s precepts. We can thank and praise 
God for His blessings in our lives. Whatever problem, weakness, or 
con� ict we face, we can read His Word and know that His grace is 
suf� cient (2 Corinthians 12:9). Each day, God is enough.

Father, help us to diligently, intentionally seek You every day. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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November  7

Peace Through Praise

After this I looked, and there before me was a great multi-
tude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, peo-
ple and language, standing before the throne and . . . holding 
palm branches (Revelation 7:9).

Scripture: Revelation 7:9-17
Song: “I Can Only Imagine”

Some years ago, I attended an interdenominational Christian 
women’s conference. There, I became distinctly aware of what I 
consider a Holy Spirit–inspired peace and unity among the thou-
sands of women who were present, as we joined our voices and 
hearts in praise and awe of God. It was a memorable experience 
that I consider a glimpse of the marvelous appeal of worshipping 
God forever with believers of different races and from many regions 
and Christian denominations—all singing praise to the Father.

The apostle John describes an innumerable multitude of people 
from every nation, tribe, and language who had come out of the 
tribulation; they were waving palms to celebrate and praise God. 
The angels and creatures present were compelled to fall on their 
faces to worship God.

God created us to praise Him (Isaiah 43:21). Ultimately, every 
knee will bow and every tongue will acknowledge God (Romans 
14:11). But today we can offer praise whether by singing, playing 
an instrument, praying collectively, or lifting up our hands in praise. 
The means of our worship isn’t as important as the doing. We are 
to praise Him today and every day at all times, whether we are suf-
fering or cheerful (James 5:13).

Father, help us seek and delight in Your presence. In Jesus’ name, amen.

November  6

Identity

Then I saw another angel coming up from the east, having 
the seal of the living God. He called out in a loud voice . . . : 
“Do not harm the land or the sea or the trees until we put a 
seal on the foreheads of the servants of our God” (Revelation 
7:2-3).

Scripture: Revelation 7:1-8
Song: “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less”

The person on the phone from Dan’s bank asked, “Are you cur-
rently in San Diego?” 

“No,” Dan responded, “I’m in Delaware. “ 
“Well,” said the bank’s representative, “someone just made a 

$500 purchase with your credit card in San Diego, California.” Dan 
was alarmed that he had become the victim of identity theft via a 
skimmer at a gas pump.

When we are born again, we are a new creation in Christ; we are 
marked in Christ with a seal of the promised Holy Spirit (Ephesians 
1:13). Our identity is in Christ. No matter where we are among the 
four corners of the earth—at whatever height or depth (Romans 
8:39) or amid persecution or famine (Romans 8:35)—nothing shall 
separate us from the love of God and our identity in Jesus.

While we are to monitor our walk with God (and our bank ac-
count!), we are secure in the knowledge that nothing can steal our 
identity in Christ, the solid rock on which we stand. Identity theft 
protection? No purchase necessary!

Father, as we live each day, help us to serve Your kingdom in all that we do. In Jesus’ 
name, amen.
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