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Lesson 6 47

a Jesus Calls Himself a 
Shepherd (10:1-6)

“When [the shepherd] has brought 
out all his own, he goes on ahead 
of them, and his sheep follow him 
because they know his voice.” 
 —John 10:4

Jesus’ Jewish listeners should 
have readily understood the impli-
cations of His identifying Himself 
as a shepherd, since many of them 
were exposed to sheep daily. They 
understood the importance of herd-
ing sheep into pens and protect-
ing them from hostile forces. They 
appreciated the seriousness with 
which shepherds assumed their role 
as guardians over their sheep.

Thus when Jesus told His listen-
ers to pay careful attention to His 
analogy of Himself as a shepherd, 
He wanted them to understand 
how He could be a shepherd to 
them. He wanted them to listen to 
His voice and follow His leading. 
And He wanted them to know to 
what length He would go in caring 
for them and how much they could 
mean to Him as His sheep.

First, however, Jesus warned 
them against thieves and robbers 
who were not concerned for the 
welfare of the sheep, but for their 
own self-interest (vs. 1). Thieves and 
robbers would try to sneak into the 
fold through some way other than 
through the proper entrance, that is, 
the gate. Sheep pens were common-
ly walled structures made out of 
stones or bricks and were often par-
tially roofed. Sometimes they were 
caves in the hills. A gate would close 
the only opening to the fold, protect-
ing the sheep against malicious ban-
dits and predatory animals.

Who were these thieves and rob-
bers Jesus was referring to? Since 
Jesus had recently condemned the 
Pharisees, Jesus’ listeners undoubt-
edly included these leaders among 
the thieves. Certainly the Pharisees 
had set themselves up as the shep-
herds of God’s people, and many 
of them were attempting to lead 
the people astray by turning them 
against Jesus. Previously Jesus had 
contrasted the Pharisees with the 
blind man; now he was contrasting 
them with Himself. 

First-century a.d. Pharisees were 
not the only bandits Jesus was talk-
ing about. Many deceivers today 

The Son of God
John 10
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In any case, the sheep would 
know the voice of their shepherd, 
who would call them by their name 
(vs. 3b). Since a pen often enclosed 
several herds of sheep, each shep-
herd had a unique name for calling 
his sheep from among the other 
sheep. The shepherd not only would 
bring them out of the pen, but also 
go ahead of them. A good shepherd 
in Palestine would never drive his 
sheep from behind, but trained the 
animals to follow him by listening to 
his voice (vs. 4).

On the other hand, if a stranger 
tried to call the sheep, they would 
panic at the sound of his voice 
(vs. 5). In Israel today it has been 
observed that if a stranger tries to 
imitate the shepherd’s voice and 

are trying to lure sheep away from 
God’s flock.

Ask Yourself . . . Has a spiritual thief 
ever tried to lure me away from God’s 
fold?

Unlike thieves and robbers, the 
shepherd would enter through the 
gate (vs. 2). Only the shepherds who 
guarded the sheep had the right to 
enter the fold through this entrance. 
The watchman knew this, and that is 
why he would open the gate for the 
shepherds (vs. 3a). 

Much speculation has been writ-
ten about who the watchman in this 
allegory represents. For instance, 
some believe the watchman rep-
resents leaders in the church who 
make sure that no one but Christ is 
guiding their congregations. In fact, 
however, there may be no symbol-
ism necessarily intended. A shepherd in Israel gathering his 

sheep in a secure place. 
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one who determines who can enter 
into God’s kingdom. There is no 
other way into God’s fold except 
through Jesus (vs. 9). 

Ask Yourself . . . How would I 
respond to someone who called me  
narrow-minded for believing that Jesus 
was the only way to heaven? 

Other people who claimed to rep-
resent God had preceded Jesus, but 
they were thieves and robbers (vs. 
8). They had distorted the truth and, 
consciously or unconsciously, tried 
to take God’s people from His fold. 
Jesus certainly was not talking about 
the Old Testament prophets, but 
about the religious leadership of His 
day.

Furthermore, thieves would have 
only one thing on their minds—to 
get what they wanted regardless of 
the destruction it caused. With Jesus 
at the gate, however, not only is the 
flock protected, but the needs of the 
sheep are provided for (vs. 10). Only 
in Christ is the abundant, deeply 
satisfying life made available. 

When Jesus said He is “the good 
shepherd” (vs. 11), He portrayed 
Himself as the ancient Hebrews 
viewed God (see Jer. 23:1-3; Ezek. 
34:12, 15). For example, King David 
began his immortal poem, “The 
Lord is my shepherd . . .” (Ps. 23:1). 
Jesus was not only identifying Him-
self as God, but also distinguishing 
a particular characteristic of Himself 
as God. As the good shepherd, Jesus 
promised to sacrifice Himself for His 
sheep.

Hired hands, however, would not 
risk their lives for the sheep. They 

dress, the sheep still run away. Only 
the true shepherd has control over 
his sheep. As Christians, likewise, 
we must keep our ears attuned to 
the voice of Christ to filter out any 
spiritually distracting “noise.” 

Jesus’ listeners should have 
understood His allegory, but most of 
them didn’t. If they were truly His 
sheep, they would have recognized 
His voice and followed Him. Their 
spiritual deafness prevented them 
from understanding what He was 
trying to teach them (vs. 6).

Jesus Elaborates on 
His Meaning  
(10:7-21)

I am the good shepherd. The good 
shepherd lays down his life for the 
sheep —John 10:11

Jesus resumed His discourse with 
another allegorical statement: “I am 
the gate for the sheep” (vs. 7). Some 
sheep pens did not have a gate, and 
the shepherd himself would serve 
as the door by lying across the open-
ing. This would not only keep the 
sheep within the fold but also keep 
would-be intruders out. In addition, 
a good shepherd would inspect his 
sheep at the gate and tend to their 
needs and wounds. Jesus is con-
stantly looking out for His sheep, 
checking for wounds and ready to 
heal. 

Jesus’ primary point was that as 
the one gate to the fold, He is the 

b
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An 
Unacceptable  
Risk

Jesus said the hireling 

would abandon the flock if 

a wolf were to attack (John 

10:12). According to the 

Mishnah, a Jewish collection 

of early rabbinical interpreta-

tions of Scripture, the hired 

shepherd was required to 

defend the sheep if only one 

wolf attacked the flock. 

   If more than one wolf 

attacked, however, the 

hireling would not be blamed 

for abandoning the sheep. 

According to the Mishnah, 

“Two wolves count as 

unavoidable accident.”

would fulfill their duties of caring 
for the sheep not out of concern for 
them but for their own self-interest—
that is, the wages they were paid. 
If a wolf threatened the sheep, the 
hirelings would not endanger them-
selves, but instead would desert the 
flock. Consequently, the wolf would 
be able to attack and disperse the 
sheep (John 10:12, 13). 

Once more Jesus said He is “the 
good shepherd” (vs. 14). The knowl-
edge that Jesus has of His sheep 
and they of Him goes beyond mere 
recognition. They have an intimate 
familiarity with each other in the 
same way the heavenly Father and 
His Son know each other. In fact, the 
love and concern Jesus has for each 
one of His sheep is so great that He 
willingly laid down His life for all of 
us (vs. 15).  

Jesus made it clear that His sacrifi-
cial act would include not only Jew-
ish believers but Gentile believers 
as well. His current followers com-
posed His present flock, but later 
Gentiles would also hear His calling 
and become His disciples. When 
this would occur, there would not 
be two flocks under one shepherd—
that is, a Jewish-Christian church 
and a Gentile-Christian church—but 
one united flock shepherded by 
Jesus (vs. 16).

Since perfect harmony exists 
between what the Father wills and 
what the Son does, it is only natural 
that the Father should love His Son. 
But Jesus’ willingness to sacrifice 
His life in obedience to God’s plan 
did not cause God to love Him, for 
that love has existed from the begin-
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Jesus Claims to Be 
God (10:22-42)

“I and the Father are one.” 
 —John 10:30

The apostle John recorded another 
occasion when Jesus clashed with 
Jewish leaders and people, this time 
during the Feast of Dedication in 
Jerusalem. This was a major Jew-
ish festival that commemorated the 
purifying of the temple in Jerusalem. 
John may have noted that it was 
winter for those who were unfamil-
iar with the Jewish calendar (vs. 22).   

Solomon’s Colonnade was a 
long porch on the east side of the 
temple. The building of the colon-
nade was erroneously attributed to 
Solomon. People often congregated 
there because its roof sheltered them 
from harsh weather conditions. This 
would have been especially true 
during winter. Scribes also taught in 
this part of the temple. It is not sur-
prising, therefore, that Jesus encoun-
tered a crowd there (vs. 23).

The people encircled Jesus and 
pressed Him to state clearly whether 
He was the Christ or not. Evidently 
Jesus’ words and deeds did not 
meet the expectations of what they 
thought the Messiah should say and 
do. Still, they could not ignore the 
miracles He had performed. So they 
demanded a straightforward answer 
to their question (vs. 24).

Jesus responded that He had 
already spoken plainly about Him-
self, but they had refused to believe 
Him. Furthermore, His miracles sub-

ning. Rather, God’s love was an 
expression of His approval of His 
Son’s laying down His life—only to 
raise Him up from the dead (vs. 17).

Jesus wanted it understood, how-
ever, that His death would not be 
forced upon Him. He would lay 
down His life voluntarily. Indeed, 
Jesus had the authority, that is, the 
power and the right, not only to 
sacrifice His life but also to take it 
back again. This authority was given 
to Jesus by God Himself (vs. 18).

Once again Jesus’ discourse 
divided the Jews who were listen-
ing to Him. On the one side were 
those who accused Jesus of being 
an insane demoniac. They warned 
the crowd not to listen to Him (vss. 
19, 20). Jesus’ assertions seemed so 
absurd to them that the source for 
His ridiculous claims could only be 
the devil. This was not the first time 
that Jesus’ enemies had accused 
Him of being demon-possessed (see 
7:20; 8:48). Evidently this accusation 
against Jesus was popular among 
His enemies.

On the other side were those who 
refused to dismiss the miracles Jesus 
performed, particularly the healing 
of the blind. They were thinking 
of the man born blind whom Jesus 
had cured (see 9:1-7). If Jesus could 
perform such wonderful miracles, 
how could He be demon-possessed? 
In their view Jesus couldn’t be, nor 
were His teachings like the utter-
ances of a demoniac (10:21).

c
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The Lights of 
Hanukkah
Jesus clashed with the 

people of Jerusalem dur-
ing the Feast of Dedication 
(John 10:22). Today the 
Feast of Dedication is com-
monly known as Hanukkah. 
The Jews celebrate this fes-
tival as a memorial to Judas 
Maccabeus’s restoring the 
worship of Yahweh at the 
temple in Jerusalem in 165 
b.c. Three years earlier the 
Syrians had desecrated the 
temple when Antiochus IV 
Epiphanes, their king, had 
sacrificed a sow to Jupiter 
on the temple altar. After 
the Maccabean revolt the 
Jews defeated the Syrians 
and rededicated the temple 
to God.

The Jews still observe this 
feast for eight days begin-
ning with the twenty-fifth 
of Kislev (around mid-
December). During the 
festival candles are lit to 
signify the illumination of 
the temple when the sacred 
lampstands were restored. 
For this reason Hanukkah is 
also known as the Festival of 
Lights. In addition, the Jews 
sing the “Hallel” (psalms of 
praise to God) during this 
feast while carrying palm 
and other branches.

stantiated all that He had said about 
Himself, for He couldn’t have done 
them without being empowered 
by His heavenly Father. The prob-
lem was not in His words, but in 
their hearts. The reason they didn’t 
believe Him was because they were 
not a part of God’s redeemed people 
(vss. 25, 26). This implied clearly 
that one’s heritage can’t save, but 
only faith in Christ.

Meanwhile, Jesus spoke words of 
comfort for those who did believe 
in Him. As He had said before, His 
true followers listen to Him and 
follow Him in the same way sheep 
follow the voice of their shepherd. 
Once the Father has given someone 
to the Son, nothing, not even death, 
can snatch that person away from 
Christ (vss. 27, 28). 

Ask Yourself . . . How secure do I feel 
about my salvation?

Although the NIV attributes great-
ness to the heavenly Father in verse 
29, a better translation would attri-
bute this greatness to the ones who 
are given to the Son. In this case, 
Jesus was saying that those who have 
been entrusted to Him are more pre-
cious to Him than anything else in 
the world. When the Christian begins 
to doubt his or her worth in the eyes 
of God, that believer need only look 
to the cross to be reminded of his or 
her infinite value. 

Jesus concluded His answer to 
their question by making one of the 
boldest statements of His ministry: 
“I and the Father are one” (vs. 30). 
On the one hand, Jesus was not say-
ing that He was the Father, but that 
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Jesus continued to defend His 
statement by referring to Psalm 82:6, 
which reads, “I said, ‘You are “gods”; 
you are all sons of the Most High.’” 
In this verse, God called the judges of 
Israel “gods” because He had given 
them the responsibility to rule over 
His people as His mediators. Jesus’ 
point was that if the Word of God, 
whose divine authority cannot be 
diminished, refers to mere mortals as 
“gods,” then how could they accuse 
Him of blasphemy when His heav-
enly Father had commissioned Him 
to fulfill an even greater office than 
that of the judges of Israel? God had 
sent Him into the world not only to 
judge the world but to redeem it as 
well (John 10:34-36a). 

Meanwhile, since Jesus did not 
want any of His listeners to think 
that He was retreating from His 
earlier declaration about His deity, 
He told them that God had set Him 
apart as His own and that He is the 
Son of God (vs. 36b).

Finally, Jesus asked the angry 
crowd to judge His works. Did His 
miraculous deeds display the power 
and compassion of God, or didn’t 
they? Jesus invited them to come 
to belief through His works if they 
could not come through His words 
and person. Perhaps then they 
would come to know that He abides 
in the Father and the Father abides 
in Him. Despite His appeal, the mob 
once again tried to apprehend Him, 
but He escaped from their clutches 
(vss. 37-39).

Ask Yourself . . . What do I find most 
incredible about Jesus?

there is an essential unity between 
God and Himself. On the other hand, 
He was not merely claiming that His 
actions were in concert with God’s 
will, but that in fact He is God.

Jesus’ Jewish opponents under-
stood clearly what Jesus was indicat-
ing. That’s why they were outraged 
and immediately sought to stone 
Him. The Jewish law required that 
the punishment for blaspheming the 
name of God was death by stoning 
(see Lev. 24:16). Although God had 
instituted this law because someone 
had cursed Him, the Jews believed 
that Jesus’ claim to be God was the 
same as blaspheming God’s name. 
Thus, as they carried rocks to Solo-
mon’s Colonnade to stone Him to 
death, they thought they were acting 
righteously (John 10:31).

Jesus calmly addressed the mob 
with a statement and a question, 
which momentarily interrupted 
their intention to execute Him. He 
reminded them of His miraculous 
deeds, which His heavenly Father 
had enabled Him to perform. He 
asked them to name the miracle 
for which they were about to stone 
Him. In effect, He forced them to 
consider whether He deserved to be 
put to death for things no ordinary 
person could have done (vs. 32).

Jesus’ enemies denied that any 
good deed Jesus had done was the 
cause of their indignation. Instead, 
they made it clear that Jesus’ claim 
to be God made Him a blasphemer 
(vs. 33). Since Jesus did not dispute 
their charge, we can presume that 
Jesus had explicitly declared His 
divine nature.
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Such a refuge should never be con-
sidered a permanent place of escape, 
but a temporary respite from the 
battle in order to find refreshment 
and strength in the Lord. 

As the people flocked to Jesus, 
they recalled John’s ministry. 
Although John had not performed 
miracles as Jesus was doing, he 
had testified that Jesus was the 
Christ. Because John’s influence 
had endured in Perea, many people 
came to believe in Jesus (vss. 40-42).

In contrast to the growing hos-
tility that Jesus encountered in 
Jeru salem, the people in Perea (on 
the east side of the Jordan River) 
welcomed Him. John the Baptist 
had preached there before Herod 
arrested and executed him. Since 
Perea was in Herod’s jurisdiction, 
the Jewish authorities could not 
arrest Jesus and the mobs could not 
attack Him there. Sometimes Chris-
tians need to find a place of refuge 
in order to think, pray, and regroup. 


