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Lesson 7 57

a A Trap for Edom 
(Obad. 1-7)

All your allies will force you to the   
  border; 
 your friends will deceive and   
  overpower you; 
those who eat your bread will set a   
  trap for you, 
 but you will not detect it. 
 —Obadiah 7

The Book of Obadiah begins by 
simply stating that it is “the vision of 
Obadiah” (vs. 1). Beyond that, all we 
know about the prophet is that his 
name means “servant (or worshiper) 
of the Lord.” We do not know where 
Obadiah lived and cannot positively 
confirm when he prophesied. 

Because of the similarity between 
Obadiah’s message and Jeremiah 49, 
many commentators believe he was 
a contemporary of Jeremiah. Oth-
ers, however, date the book much 
earlier. 

Although Obadiah is the shortest 
book in the Old Testament and is 
not quoted in the New Testament, 
its message remains an important 
part of biblical prophecy. The book 

shows God’s attitude toward the 
opponents of Israel, specifically 
Edom, and looks forward to a time 
when deliverance would come from 
Mount Zion (see vs. 17). 

The Edomites came from Esau, 
the twin brother of Jacob (see Gen. 
25:23-30). The stormy relationship 
between these brothers carried over 
into the dealings between the two 
nations that descended from them. 
Edom denied the Israelites passage 
through its territory when they were 
going to Canaan (see Num. 20:20, 
21) and they treated Israel with con-
tempt throughout its history. 

Because of that, the Lord took it 
upon Himself to stir up the nations 
against Edom. The envoy sent to 
encourage warfare against the 
Edomites (Obad. 1) is also referred 
to in Jeremiah 49:14. The role of 
this unknown ambassador made it 
clear that God had already taken 
steps to fulfill Obadiah’s prophecy 
against Edom. The Lord saw what 
the Edomites had done to Israel and 
determined to bring judgment on 
them because of it. 

Here again we see God’s active 
role in human history raising up one 
nation so He can judge another one. 
His judgment is not always swift, 

Edom’s Doom
Obadiah
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Ask Yourself . . . How have I 
seen God at work in the events 
of the world today?

Edom’s pride and high 
regard for itself resulted in 
the Lord’s determination to 
humble the nation (Obad. 2). 
Instead of the place of honor 
it chose for itself, Edom 
would be despised by the 
nations of the world.

Edom’s arrogance was due 
in part to its safe position 
among the mountain rocks 
and cliffs (vs. 3). Petra (that 
is, ancient Sela), the capi-
tal of Edom, could only be 
approached through a gorge 
that was only six feet wide in 
places, with walls over 200 
feet high. Some of the cliffs in 
the area were as high as 2,000 
feet. That made it virtually 
impossible for any army to 
launch an attack on the capi-
tal city. 

This natural security 
caused Edom to ask, “Who 

can bring me down to the ground?” 
God, however, had the answer. 
Edom had set a trap for itself 
by depending on the mountains 
rather than God for its defense; the 
Lord Himself would bring Edom 
down from its high position (vs. 4). 
Although inaccessible from a human 
perspective, it was not beyond 
God’s reach. 

How often do people base 
their security on good jobs, bank 
accounts, or natural abilities? As 
Christians we should shun Edom’s 

but it is sure. A nation that engages 
in evil behavior may seem to get 
away with it for a while, but God 
will eventually punish that land for 
its sin unless its people repent. Just 
as He does with individuals, the 
Lord watches the countries of the 
world and, in the end, He does not 
let wickedness go unpunished. 

These are the remains of a large, 
ornate temple or tomb carved from 
rock in Petra, an ancient city in 
Edom.
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Obadiah 8-14

The Case against 
Edom (Obad. 8-14)

Because of the violence against   
  your brother Jacob, 
 you will be covered with shame;  
 you will be destroyed forever. 
 —Obadiah 10

Through its interaction with the 
trade caravans traveling between 
India and Europe, and its communi-
cation with Babylon, Edom accumu-
lated a great deal of knowledge. As 
a result, Edom gained a reputation 
throughout the ancient world for 
its wisdom. But all its discernment 
would not save it; the Lord had 
determined to “destroy the wise 
men of Edom” (vs. 8). 

Edom’s tradition for wisdom, a 
source of pride and security, failed it 
as it fell to the deception of its allies 
(see vs. 7). Jeremiah 9:23, 24 says, 
“Let not the wise boast of their wis-
dom . . . , but let the one who boasts 
boast about this: that they have the 
understanding to know me.” Edom 
trusted its wisdom rather than the 
Lord, and in the end it could not 
save them. Like many people today, 
their worldly knowledge blinded 
them to their need for salvation. 

Ask Yourself . . . What was the cause 
of my spiritual blindness before I came 
to Christ? 

Besides its natural defenses, allies, 
and wisdom, Edom also counted on 
its mighty warriors to defend it in 
the day of attack. But even their skill 

example and learn to depend on the 
Lord for our security. Without Him, 
we have no certain hope for the 
future.

Ask Yourself . . . Am I in danger of 
placing my hope in anything or anyone 
but God? 

In verse 5, Obadiah used the 
examples of thieves and grape pick-
ers to illustrate the completeness 
of the ransacking that was about 
to take place in Edom (see also Jer. 
49:9, 10). In their haste, robbers take 
only what they want or can carry. 
Prowlers do not take everything 
of value from a house. In the same 
way, grape pickers leave the unripe 
grapes as well as gleanings for the 
poor of the land (see Deut. 24:21). 

In contrast to the robbers and 
grape pickers, the nations coming 
against Edom would leave nothing 
behind. They would take all of its 
treasures. 

Greek historians tell us that the 
Edomites put their great wealth, 
accumulated from Syrian and Ara-
bian trading, in vaults in the moun-
tains. Obadiah predicted that these 
hidden riches would be pillaged. 
Nothing would be left (Obad. 6). 

Verse 7 depicts a situation where 
Edom’s allies would set a trap for 
its downfall. In its distress, Edom’s 
friends apparently offered to help. 
But as Edom let down its guard to 
accept their help, they suddenly rose 
up against the naive nation. The 
deception caught Edom by surprise 
and contributed to the comprehen-
siveness of its defeat.

b
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would fail the nation in the day of 
battle (Obad. 9). Edom’s wise men 
and its powerful warriors would 
perish in the slaughter that would 
come against them. Geographically, 
“Teman” probably refers to a region 
in the northern part of Edom, but 
here it speaks of Edom as a whole. 

In verses 10-14, the Lord revealed 
His reasons for becoming so angry 
with this nation: Edom’s judgment 
stemmed from its long mistreat-
ment of Israel. Edom’s crimes were 
all the more reprehensible because 
they were performed against Judah, 
whom Edom should have helped 
and supported in its hour of need. 
The violence refers to both the moral 
wrongs and overt physical brutality 
that characterized Edom’s relation-
ship with Israel. 

Verse 10 portrays two phases to 
God’s judgment of the Edomites. 
First, there would be a time of defeat 
when the people would be “covered 
with shame.” In the second phase, 
they would be annihilated. 

A key reason for Edom’s destruc-
tion was its attitude when Jerusalem 
was being ransacked. Instead of 
helping, the Edomites stood aloof 
while foreigners carried away the 
treasures of the city (vs. 11). Their 
attitude made them just as guilty as 
those committing the crime. 
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Edom forcefully prevented Moses and 
the people of Israel from entering the 
promised land at Kadesh Barnea. This 
forced the people to go around Edom 
to the south and enter Canaan from 
the east.
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Obadiah 8-14

and turn his wrath away from 
them.” Celebrating the calamity of 
an adversary does not please the 
Lord. We must be careful about how 
we respond when disaster overtakes 
someone we dislike. 

Ask Yourself . . . How do I usually 
respond to the misfortune of those who 
have caused me difficulty? 

Edom, however, went far beyond 
the role of a cheering spectator and 
actively joined in the sacking of 
Jerusalem (Obad. 13). The Edomites 
themselves went into the city to help 
carry away the wealth of the Jews. A 
few interpreters, however, see this 
verse as a warning for Edom not to 
join in the ransacking of the city. 

The final deed of the Edomites 
was that of betrayal. Verse 14 says 
that they “wait[ed] at the crossroads 
to cut down their fugitives.” The 
path taken by the Israelites fleeing 
to Egypt took them through terri-
tory controlled by Edom. Instead of 
giving them passage, they cruelly 
blocked their way of escape from the 
Babylonians. Rather than help them, 
they murdered some and handed 
others over to the invaders.

The event referred to in verse 11 
is probably the invasion of Judah by 
the Babylonians under Nebuchad-
nezzar in 586 b.c. During that siege, 
Jerusalem was destroyed and looted 
and many of the Jews were taken 
captive. Some interpreters, however, 
believe that Obadiah was referring 
to an earlier invasion of Judah by 
the Philistines and Arabs during the 
reign of Jehoram (853–841 b.c.), in 
which Edom was also involved. 

Not only did the Edomites refuse 
to help Judah; they also looked 
down upon the Judahites and 
rejoiced in their defeat (vs. 12). They 
stared with contempt at Judah and 
expressed enjoyment at seeing their 
longtime enemy suffer.  

Furthermore, they boasted of their 
security in contrast to the disaster 
that they believed Judah deserved. 

Even though God Himself had 
sent the judgment against Jerusalem, 
He did not permit the Edomites 
to get away with rejoicing at their 
neighbors’ misfortune. Proverbs 
24:17, 18 says, “Do not gloat when 
your enemy falls; when they stum-
ble, do not let your heart rejoice, or 
the Lord will see and disapprove 

Summary of Edom’s Vices
Obadiah’s summary of Edom’s violent attitudes and actions toward Judah 

(Obadiah 11-14)
Edom . . . 
+ Stood by and watched as enemies attacked Judah
+ Rejoiced in Judah’s calamity 
+ Boasted in Judah’s distress 
+ Entered Jerusalem along with the enemy 
+ Carried away wealth from Jerusalem 
+ Murdered fugitives as they were fleeing
+ Handed over other fugitives to the invaders
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Obadiah 15-18

Beyond Edom  
(Obad. 15-18)

The day of the Lord is near 
 for all nations.  
As you have done, it will be done   
  to you;  
 your deeds will return upon your 
  own head. 
 —Obadiah 15

As Obadiah prophesied concern-
ing the judgment of Edom, the 
Holy Spirit carried him ahead to a 
time when the Lord would judge 
all nations (vs. 15). “The day of the 
Lord” is a term used often in proph-
ecy referring to a time of God’s 
universal judgment of wickedness 
as well as to His vindication of the 
righteous. 

The punishment of Edom was not 
an isolated event, but a part of God’s 
overall program to ultimately pun-
ish evil and reward righteousness 
throughout the entire world. Edom 
was an example of how God deals 
with sinful humanity, particularly 
those who mistreat His chosen peo-
ple (see Gen. 12:1-3). 

The Lord’s judgments would be 
based on His observations of the 
nations, and their penalty would 
fit their crime. The certainty of this 
outcome is emphasized by the warn-
ing at the end of Obadiah 15, “Your 
deeds will return upon your own 
head.” 

The consequences of breaking the 
law would be punishments that cor-
responded to the sinfulness of the

c

 Word Study:

‘Possess’ 
The phrase “Jacob will 

possess his inheritance” 
(Obad. 17) takes the reader 
back to the time of the con-
quest of the promised land. 
The word “to possess” and 
its derivatives were used over 
100 times in regard to Israel 
taking possession of Canaan 
(examples: Deut. 4:1, 14, 
22). 

Prophetically, Obadiah 
gave the Israelites hope that 
once again they would pos-
sess the promised land.

actions. In that way, people would 
understand the reasons for God’s 
judgment and concur with the fair-
ness of His discipline. 

The wrath of God comes down 
hard upon individuals and nations 
who refuse to repent. But those who 
humbly acknowledge their sin and 
admit their need of grace find for-
giveness rather than condemnation. 
Psalm 103:10 says of those who turn 
to the Lord, “He does not treat us as 
our sins deserve or repay us accord-
ing to iniquities.” Because of Christ’s 
work on the cross, we do not have to 
fear the exacting judgment referred 
to in Obadiah. If we turn from our 
wicked ways and trust in Jesus, we 
will find God to be gracious and 
forgiving. 
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Obadiah 19-21

Fire is an Old Testament symbol 
of God’s incessant and widespread 
judgment. As dry “stubble,” Edom 
would be quickly and completely 
destroyed by the intense flames.

Edom’s Loss, Israel’s 
Gain (Obad. 19-21)

Deliverers will go up on Mount   
  Zion  
 to govern the mountains of Esau. 
 And the kingdom will be the   
  Lord’s.  
 —Obadiah 21 

With Edom destroyed, Israel 
would regain the territories that 
rightfully belonged to it. Those in 
the southern part of Judah, presum-
ably Jews rescued in the day of the 
Lord, would take over the moun-
tains of Esau (vs. 19). The land of 
the Philistines, on the west along 
the Mediterranean Sea, would also 
belong to God’s people. 

This expansion of Israel’s borders 
would extend to the northern king-
dom, where the “fields of Ephraim 
and Samaria” would be restored and 
enjoyed. Land once taken by Assyria 
will be returned to God’s people. 

The eastern growth of this king-
dom would take its borders back 
across the Jordan River as the tribe 
of Benjamin takes possession of 
“Gilead.” 

The northern growth of the 
kingdom will extend all the way to 
Zarephath, a town between Sidon 

Ask Yourself . . . How have I recently 
experienced the Lord’s graciousness? 

The picture of the Edomites 
drinking on the Lord’s “holy hill” 
probably refers to their celebration 
of victory with the conquerors of 
Jeru  salem (Obad. 16). In the Old 
Testament, drinking is used both 
as a symbol of carousing and as a 
symbol of God’s judgment (see Jer. 
25:15, 16). Both these images are 
present here. Those who drank from 
the cup of celebration at the defeat 
of Jerusalem would ultimately drink 
from the cup of God’s wrath. 

Obadiah said that Edomites 
would “be as if they had never 
been” (Obad. 16). The prophet did 
not offer the Edomites any hope 
regarding their future. Their nation 
would be annihilated in the day of 
God’s judgment. 

Although Edom could expect 
only God’s wrath in the day of the 
Lord, the Jews could look forward 
to deliverance from Mount Zion 
(vs. 17). Along with judgment, God 
offered His people escape from the 
coming danger and widespread 
destruction. Mount Zion, a hill in 
ancient Jerusalem, would once again 
belong to “Jacob” and be free from 
the corruption of foreign invaders.

In the day of the Lord, God  
would reverse the roles played by 
Edom and Israel. Instead of Edom 
punishing Judah, Israel would be 
God’s instrument for judging Esau 
(vs. 18). The reference to both Jacob 
and Joseph indicates a united  
kingdom. 

d
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Obadiah 19-21

ness of how God intended to reverse 
the roles between Edom and Israel. 

The fulfillment of the ruin of the 
land of Edom, as foretold by Oba-
diah, began with their defeat at the 
hands of Nebuchadnezzar and the 
Babylonians. After being defeated 
by Alexander the Great and later 
overrun by the Nabateans, some 
Edomites later occupied the south-
ern part of Judah and formed the 
kingdom of Idumea. During the 
time between the Old and New Tes-
taments, Idumea was defeated and 
subjugated by the Jews under Judas 
Maccabeus and John Hyrcanus. 

Herod the Great came from Idu-
mea and considered himself a Jew 
because of Israel’s earlier domina-
tion of the area. Idumea, and there-
fore the Edomites, disappeared from 
history after the defeat of Jerusalem 
by the Romans in a.d. 70. Thus the 
prophecy of Obadiah against Edom 
was fulfilled in its entirety by the 
second century.

and Tyre near the shore of the 
Mediterranean Sea (vs. 20). To 
the south, exiles from Sepharad 
would “possess the towns of the 
Negev.” (The town of Sepharad 
has never been conclusively 
identified.)

When God revealed Himself 
to Jacob at Bethel, He said, “I 
will give you and your descen-
dants the land on which you are 
lying. Your descendants will be 
like the dust of the earth, and 
you will spread out to the west and 
to the east, to the north and to the 
south” (Gen. 28:13b, 14a). On the 
basis of that promise, Obadiah pre-
dicted this expansion of Israel in all 
directions of the compass. 

God does keep His Word. Oba-
diah trusted God to keep His prom-
ises when he prophesied concerning 
Israel’s restoration. In the same way, 
we can count on God to keep His 
pledge to us regarding His presence 
with us as well as His assurance of 
our future glory in eternity. God 
would do all that He has promised. 

Ask Yourself . . . What promises of 
God have I been counting on recently?

The rest of God’s promise to Jacob 
in Genesis 28:14 states, “All peoples 
on earth will be blessed through 
you and your offspring.” Obadiah 
21 pictures a day when that hope 
would be realized.

The phrase “to govern the moun-
tains of Esau” is probably an allu-
sion to the entire nation. Those once 
opposed to God’s people would be 
ruled by them. The mention of Esau 
in this context shows the complete-

The mountains of “Esau”


