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Lesson 9

a The Way to the 
Father (14:1-7)

Jesus answered, “I am the way 
and the truth and the life. No one 
comes to the Father except through 
me.” —John 14:6

At Jesus’ last supper with His clos-
est disciples, the Lord spoke at length 
about the purpose of His earthly min-
istry and their responsibilities as His 
chosen apostles. Jesus also warned 
that one of their number would betray 
Him and said that He was about to 
depart from them. In particular He 
noted Peter’s denials, which probably 

further disturbed them. Although 
they had proclaimed their absolute 
faithfulness to Him, Jesus knew that 
they would falter during His darkest 
hour. They would need some com-
forting words to look back on. In diffi-
cult circumstances it is often helpful to 
look to the words of Jesus as a source 
of encouragement. 

Jesus urged His disciples to calm 
their troubled hearts. The way to 
do this was to put their trust in God 
and in Him (vs. 1). John’s use of 
the Greek word for “trust” can be 
interpreted in many ways. It would 
not be surprising if John intended 
multiple meanings to enrich Jesus’ 
exhortation.

The Promise of 
the Holy Spirit

John 14

Possible Readings of John 14:1b

• “Believe in God, believe also in me” 
 (command/command).

• “You believe in God, you also believe in me” 
(statement/statement).

• “You believe in God, believe also in me” 
(statement/command).

• “Believe in God, you also believe in me” 
(command/statement).

• “Do you believe in God? Believe also in me” 
(question/command).

• “You believe in God. Do you also believe in me?” 
(statement/question).
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they would end up there with Him 
(vs. 4). No matter how rough the 
path, believers can always look for-
ward to their final destination, know-
ing Jesus is there waiting for them. 

Thomas openly expressed his 
confusion. He was probably speak-
ing for the other ten as well. They 
didn’t know where Jesus was going, 
and they didn’t know the way (vs. 
5). How could they? Hadn’t Jesus 
already said, “Where I am going, 
you cannot come” (13:33)? They 
were dumbfounded.

Jesus’ reply to Thomas is perhaps 
the most profound “I am” declara-
tion in John’s Gospel. Jesus not only 
identified who He was, but made 
it clear that He is the only possible 

path to God (14:6). When 
Thomas asked Jesus the 
way, Jesus did not hand 
him a road map and give 
him directions. Jesus told 
all of them that He Himself 
is the way to God. In a few 
hours, some of His follow-
ers would see Jesus hanging 
on a cross and would won-
der how this could be true. 
After His resurrection, they 
would understand that as 
the one who died for their 
sins, He is the only link 

between God and repentant sinners. 
Today, when many nonbelievers 

are told that Jesus is the only way 
to God, they are deeply offended. 
Accusations of bigotry, narrow-
mindedness, and arrogance toward 
those who believe this abound. Nev-
ertheless, there simply is no other 
path to God. 

Jesus spoke of heaven, perhaps to 
further ease their minds. He referred 
to heaven as a large house, belong-
ing to His Father, which has many 
rooms. Though Jesus was leaving 
them, He was going there to prepare 
a place for them. He told them that 
if this were not so, He would not 
have made this promise to them. But 
since this was so, they could count 
on being reunited with Christ no 
matter what happened to Him or to 
them (vss. 2, 3).

Ask Yourself . . . How does the pros-
pect of heaven encourage me?

Throughout Jesus’ public ministry 
He had been teaching these men 
what it meant to be His followers. 

Now He told them that they should 
know the way to where He was 
going. As they followed that way, 

Cutaway of a first-century a.d. home. 
Jesus told His followers that His 
Father’s house had many rooms, 
and that He was going to prepare 
a place for them. 
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was a vivid reminder to the Jews 
that it was impossible to see God 
and live.

Jesus’ disciples probably shared 
the same apprehension about see-
ing God. So when Philip asked Jesus 
to show God to them, he was likely 
making a request to see God in the 
same way Moses had. If Jesus could 
do that for them, they would be sat-
isfied and it would end any doubts 
they had (John 14:8).

Jesus was disappointed that Philip 
still did not understand His state-
ment about knowing and seeing 
God (see vs. 7). The disciples had 
spent nearly three years with Jesus. 
There was no need for Philip or any 
of them to ask Him to show them 
the Father. If they truly knew Him, 
they would have known that to see 
Him was to see the Father’s nature 
(vs. 9).

Ask Yourself . . . What do I know 
about God by looking at Jesus?

Jesus continued to describe His 
unity with God the Father by asking 
His disciples whether they believed 
He was in the Father and the Father 
was in Him. He was forcing them to 
consider what would have been out-
rageous to the Jewish mind—that a 
person could be one in essence with 
Yahweh (the Lord)—while expect-
ing them to believe it. In fact, His 
words and works were a revelation 
of God, since the Father gave Him 
the words He spoke and performed 
the works He did (vs. 10).

Once more Jesus exhorted His 
friends to believe that He is in the 
Father and the Father is in Him. 

Despite all the lies that were 
charged against Jesus during His 
public career and since, Jesus’ 
words, deeds, and character have 
shown Him to be the embodiment 
of truth. Nothing He ever taught has 
proved unreliable. In Him, we see 
the truth of God in action. 

And what better proof of knowing 
that Jesus is the life than His spectac-
ular resurrection. Indeed, only Jesus 
has the power over life and death.

Previously Jesus’ disciples had 
not fully known Him. They had 
seen glimpses of His true identity 
and had a partial understanding of 
who He was—but they had not fully 
experienced Him. If they had, they 
would have known that they were 
seeing what God the Father is like 
by seeing the Son. In the coming 
days, however, they would know 
Jesus and thus they would know 
God (vs. 7).

The Father and the 
Son (14:8-14)

Jesus answered, “. . . Anyone who 
has seen me has seen the Father. . . . 
Believe me when I say that I am in 
the Father and the Father is in me.” 
 —John 14:9b, 11a

Moses once asked God to show 
His glory to him. God, however, 
told Moses that no one can see His 
face and live (vs. 20). Instead, He 
showed His aftereffects to Moses 
(see Exod. 33:18-23). This incident 

b
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Water Turned to Wine 
(John 2:1)

“Many Healings” 
(Matt. 4:23; Mark 1:32)

Healing the Leper 
(Matt. 8:1; Mark 1:40; Luke 5:12)

Healing of the Centurion’s 
Servant 

(Matt. 8:5; Luke 7:1)
Healing Peter’s Mother-in-law 
(Matt. 8:14; Mark 1:29; Luke 4:38)

Calming the Storm 
(Matt. 8:23; Mark 4:35; Luke 8:22)

Healing the Men of Gadara 
(Matt. 8:28; Mark 5:1; Luke 8:26)

Healing the Lame Man 
(Matt. 9:1; Mark 2:1; Luke 5:18)

Healing the 
Hemorrhaging Woman 

(Matt. 9:20; Mark 5:25; Luke 8:43)
Raising Jairus’s Daughter 

(Matt. 9:23; Mark 5:22; Luke 8:41)
Healing Two Blind Men 

(Matt. 9:27)
Healing a 

Demon-possessed Man 
(Matt. 9:32)

Healing the Withered Hand 
(Matt. 12:10; Mark 3:1; Luke 6:6)

Feeding over 5,000 
(Matt. 14:15; Mark 6:35; 

Luke 9:12; John 6:1)
Walking on the Sea 

(Matt. 14:22; Mark 6:47; John 6:16)
Healing the Syrophoenician’s 

Daughter 
(Matt. 15:21; Mark 7:24)

Feeding the 4,000 
(Matt. 15:32; Mark 8:1)

Healing the Epileptic Boy 
(Matt. 17:14; Mark 9:14; Luke 9:37)
Healing the Two Blind Men 

(Matt. 20:30)
Healing the Man with an 

Unclean Spirit 
(Mark 1:23; Luke 4:33)

Healing the Deaf, 
Speechless Man 

(Mark 7:31)
Healing the Blind Man 

at Bethsaida 
(Mark 8:22)

Healing the Blind Bartimaeus 
(Mark 10:46; Luke 18:35)

The Miraculous Catch of Fish 
(Luke 5:4; John 21:1)

Raising the Widow’s Son 
(Luke 7:11)

Healing the Stooped Woman 
(Luke 13:11)

Healing the Man with Dropsy 
(Luke 14:1)

Healing the Ten Lepers 
(Luke 17:11)

Healing Malchus’s Ear 
(Luke 22:50)

Healing the Royal Official’s 
Son (John 4:46)

Healing the Lame Man 
(John 5:1)

Healing the Blind Man 
(John 9:1)

Raising Lazarus 
(John 11:38)

Jesus admonished His disciples to believe in Him, if for no other reason than the 
miracles He performed. This is a complete list of Jesus’ recorded miracles.

Miracles of Jesus
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petitioner to make his or her request 
consistent with the character of 
Christ and in accordance with God’s 
will (vss. 13, 14). Once we focus our 
requests on fulfilling the will of God, 
we will desire nothing less. 

Since we pray in Jesus’ name, He 
promised that He will do it. Thus 
Jesus will be the one who is glorify-
ing His heavenly Father. The two 
not only are one, but they also bring 
glory to each other.

The Father’s Love 
(14:15-24)

Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves 
me will obey my teaching. My 
Father will love them, and we will 
come to them and make our home 
with them.” —John 14:23

Jesus continually stressed that 
love was integral to the disciples’ 
relationships with each other, with 
Him, and with the Father. Further-
more, Jesus said that if His disciples 
truly loved Him, they would obey 
His teachings (vs. 1). He did not 
demand obedience to prove our love 
for Him. Rather, obedience will be a 
natural result of loving Him.

Ask Yourself . . . How have my actions 
demonstrated my love for God recently?

Because of Jesus’ love for us, He 
promised to send a “Counselor” 
(vs. 16). The Greek word used here 
means “a person summoned to 
one’s aid.” Jesus was referring to 

After living with Jesus and experi-
encing the life He lived, they should 
have taken Him at His word. But 
even if they couldn’t at this point, 
they could at least base their belief 
on the miraculous signs they had 
witnessed (vs. 11). Jesus was pre-
senting faith based on miracles as 
second best. The best foundation 
of faith is Jesus’ proven character, 
especially when a needed miracle 
does not appear.  

Furthermore, Jesus told the dis-
ciples that those who believed in 
Him would do even greater things 
than what He had been doing. Jesus 
certainly was not saying that they 
would possess greater powers than 
Him, nor that they would perform 
greater miracles. Evidently Jesus 
was talking about the mighty works 
of conversion. Whereas Jesus’ minis-
try was primarily confined to Galilee 
and Judea, they would take the gos-
pel to distant lands. Yet they could 
do none of this unless Jesus first 
returned to the Father (vs. 12)

According to Jesus, prayer was 
essential to effectively doing God’s 
work. When we make our request 
known to God through Jesus’ name, 
Jesus Himself will do it. Of course, 
Jesus was not providing a magical 
formula to be used as though one 
were bidding a genie to grant a wish. 
Nor did it mean that Jesus would 
always fulfill the request in the way 
they desired. Moreover, Jesus was 
referring to requests whose primary 
purpose is to glorify God, and thus 
are in line with God’s will. These 
conditions do not limit the power 
of prayer. Instead, they require the 

c
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love for Him is demonstrated when 
we keep His commandments in our 
daily lives. When we demonstrate 
this kind of love for Christ, we will 
enjoy three specific blessings: the 
love of the Father, the love of the 
Son, and a deeper knowledge of 
Jesus (vs. 21). 

Jesus’ statements puzzled Judas 
(not Iscariot). He asked Jesus why 
He would show Himself to them 
but not to everyone (vs. 22). He 
probably voiced the confusion of all 
the disciples, who expected Jesus 
to reveal Himself before the entire 

the Holy Spirit. Since He did not 
want to leave us alone in this world, 
He would ask His Father to give 
us another Comforter. This Person 
would serve as spiritual adviser, 
advocate, mediator, and intercessor.

Jesus was confident that the 
Father would grant His request and 
send the Holy Spirit, who would in 
turn lead the faithful into truth and 
would permanently dwell within 
them. Though nonbelievers would 
reject God’s Spirit, the disciples 
would know the Holy Spirit inti-
mately (vs. 17). At Pentecost, Jesus’ 
prayer request was answered. Today 
the Holy Spirit takes up residence, 
always available to instruct, convict, 
and lead. 

Meanwhile, Jesus assured His 
disciples that He would not leave 
them as orphans. In fact, after His 
death and resurrection, He would 
appear to them several times before 
His ascension into heaven. These 
appearances would be only for 
believers, in order to strengthen 
their faith and persuade them that 
He would never leave them alone in 
this world (vss. 18, 19).

After seeing the resurrected Lord, 
they would learn that the power that 
raised Him from the dead would be 
living in them. Since Jesus conquered 
death, they too would conquer death. 
At that time, they would realize that 
Jesus is indeed in the Father. Further-
more, they would finally understand 
the mutual indwelling of Christ and 
believers (vs. 20).

Once again Jesus emphasized 
that it is not enough simply to have 
affection for Him in our hearts. True 

The Other 

JUDAS
Very little is known about 

the other Judas (not Iscariot). 
The Gospel writers listed 
him as one of Jesus’ twelve 
apostles. He was probably 
the one whom Matthew and 
Mark called “Thaddaeus” 
(Matt. 10:3; Mark 3:18). 
Luke twice mentioned him 
as the “Judas of James” (Luke 
6:16; Acts 1:13), which 
could mean that he was the 
son of James (as the NIV 
translates it) or perhaps the 
brother of James the Less. 

John is the only writer 
who made Judas’s presence 
known through a specific 
action or dialogue (John 
14:22). Tradition simply 
notes that he founded the 
church at Edessa in Syria.
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this” (vs. 25) we would not know 
without John’s record.

Just as God the Father had sent 
His Son into the world, He would 
also send the Holy Spirit to this 
world to dwell within Christ’s fol-
lowers. This Counselor would 
instruct believers by helping them 
recall all that Jesus taught. Sent in 
Jesus’ name, the Holy Spirit would 
officially represent Jesus in His 
behalf (vs. 26). 

Jesus would not only leave us the 
Holy Spirit and His teachings, but 
also His peace. His peace is not like 
the world’s artificial sense of well-
being. Jesus’ peace does not guar-
antee the absence of war or difficult 
circumstances. Jesus’ peace is the 
assurance of God’s favor regardless 
of our circumstances. Since Jesus 
had repeatedly warned His disciples 
of His impending departure and 
the peril ahead for them, He knew 
they’d be upset. So He urged them 
not to nurture their feelings of dis-
tress and fear, but to allow His peace 
to calm their spirits and be a source 
for courage (vs. 27).

Ask Yourself . . . Have I been experi-
encing the peace of Christ these days?

Jesus reminded His eleven friends 
that though He was leaving them, 
He would also return. The knowl-
edge that He was going to be with 
His heavenly Father should have 
made them glad. In the same way 
we are happy to see a loved one be 
reunited with someone dear to him 
or her, Jesus’ disciples should have 
been happy for Him (vs. 28a).

Jesus then uttered a curious state-

world as the messianic King of the 
Jews. How then could Jesus claim 
such glory by revealing Himself to 
only a select few? 

Jesus did not answer Judas’s ques-
tion directly. They would learn the 
ultimate purpose of His earthly min-
istry soon enough. Jesus was more 
concerned about their relationship 
with Him. For a third time He stated 
that if they loved Him, they would 
obey His teachings. Once again He 
said that God loves those who truly 
love Him. In addition, both the 
Father and the Son would come to 
believers and make their home with 
them (vs. 23)

Anyone who doesn’t obey Jesus’ 
teaching, however, shows that he 
or she really doesn’t love Him. The 
words Jesus spoke came directly 
from God. To accept Jesus is to 
accept God; to reject Jesus is to reject 
God. There is no middle ground.

Returning to the 
Father (14:25-31)

“Peace I leave with you; my peace I 
give you. I do not give to you as the 
world gives. Do not let your hearts 
be troubled and do not be afraid.” 
 —John 14:27

Within a few hours, Jesus was 
about to leave His close friends and 
begin His agonizing journey to the 
cross. But first He wanted to encour-
age them while He still had time to 
be alone with them. Much of “all 

d
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our faith becomes. 
Jesus concluded His discourse 

with a reference to Satan. Since the 
fall of Adam and Eve, Satan has 
ruled over this world, and that is 
why Jesus called him “the prince of 
this world” (vs. 30). He knew that 
Satan was about to make one last 
desperate attempt to defeat Him. 
Though the devil has no authority or 
power over Him, Jesus would vol-
untarily subject Himself to Satan’s 
insatiable hatred in order to demon-
strate His love for the world  
(vs. 31a). 

Once He expressed His devotion 
to them and His Father, Jesus sum-
moned His followers to prepare to 
leave the upper room (vs. 31b).

ment. He said the Father was greater 
than Him. Did Jesus mean that the 
divine nature of the Father was 
somehow greater than His own? No, 
Jesus was speaking of His voluntary 
subordination to the Father. Though 
equal with the Father, Jesus had 
placed Himself under the Father’s 
authority. In this sense, the Father 
was greater than Jesus (vs. 28b). 

Jesus knew that during His arrest, 
trial, and execution, His disciples’ 
spirits would sink to an all-time low. 
So He warned them about these 
things before they happened. Once 
they passed through these trials, 
their faith would be unshakable (vs. 
29). Generally speaking, the more 
God brings us through, the deeper 

When Did They Leave the 

Upper Room?
 
 At first reading it may seem odd that Jesus instructed His 

band to leave the upper room at this point (John 14:31b). For 
this reason, some scholars assert that an editor rearranged 
the content of Jesus’ discourse and that the end of chapter 14 
should actually follow chapter 17. Others believe that the rest of 
the discourse occurred while Jesus and His band were on their 
way to Gethsemane and that the sequence of the material is  
correct.

 What is also possible, however, is that Jesus simply told His 
friends to get ready to depart. And as they were preparing to do 
so—perhaps cleaning plates and arranging benches—Jesus con-
tinued His discourse. 


