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Lesson 11 89

a

Zechariah 9:1-8 in Brief

The beginning verses of chapter 
9 describe the defeat of Damascus, 
Tyre, Sidon, and many Philistine 
cities. Many commentators believe 
this is a prophecy of Alexander the 
Great’s military campaign through 
the Holy Land area. Zechariah cor-
rectly predicted that Judah would 
be protected from these marauding 
forces.

The King on a 
Donkey (9:9-13)

Rejoice greatly, Daughter Zion!  
 Shout, Daughter Jerusalem! 
See, your king comes to you,  
 righteous and victorious, lowly   
 and riding on a donkey,  
 on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
 —Zechariah 9:9

In chapter 9, Zechariah encour-
aged the people of Jerusalem to 
rejoice and to shout with joy (vs. 
9). The reason for the exuberance 
was not victory over an invading 

army, but the arrival of their King. 
The mission of this King gave them 
all the more reason to celebrate His 
arrival.

The prophet described Him 
as righteous, that is, conformed 
to God’s perfect standards. This 
uniquely qualified Him to be their 
ruler and to bring salvation. In the 
Hebrew text, the word translated 
“victorious” means He showed 
Himself as a savior who would 
come as a deliverer of God’s people. 

The humbleness of this King was 
demonstrated by His arrival into the 
city riding on a donkey. In the times 
of the judges and at least through 
King David, rulers and princes in 
Judah did ride on donkeys (see  
II Sam. 16:2). But in Persian times, 
kings rode on horses, and the arro-
gant Grecian conquerors entered 
cities on armor-bearing horses in 
order to strike terror into the hearts 
of those they had defeated. 

Christ dramatically fulfilled Zech-
ariah 9:9 when He rode into Jerusa-
lem on a donkey less than a week 
before His crucifixion (see Matt. 
21:1-11). In contrast to Persian and 
Grecian kings, Jesus came on behalf 
of His people. He came to serve and 
to lay down His life so that they 

Israel’s King 
Returns

Zechariah 9—14
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will not come until Christ returns. 
The King riding on a donkey would 
eventually destroy all weapons of 
war and usher in a time of univer-
sal peace (Zech. 9:10). This promise 
is similar to other prophecies that 
speak of the Messiah either demol-
ishing weapons or turning them into 
peaceful instruments (see Isa. 2:4; 
Mic. 4:3). This is not something cred-
ited to humanity, only to the Lord 
Himself upon His return. No earthly 

ruler would be able to accom-
plish this. 

The Messiah would bring 
about this peace by simply 
speaking to the nations. 

The context makes it clear 
that this peace would exist 
throughout the world, from 
one distant sea to another. 
The entire earth would even-
tually feel the effects of His 
coming. On the final day, 
this prophecy will be com-
pletely fulfilled, for then the 
Messiah’s rule will be firmly 
established, even to the ends 
of the earth. 

The Lord said the basis 
for His blessing on the Jews 
would be “the blood of 
my covenant” (Zech. 9:11). 
The only other place in the 
Old Testament where this 
phrase occurs is in Exodus 
24:8 in regard to the Mosaic 
covenant. Even though the 
people broke the terms of 

that covenant, the blood was still a 
symbol of God’s faithfulness to His 
promises regardless of the people’s 
response.

might inherit His promise of salva-
tion. Jesus, the King of kings and 
Lord of lords, humbled Himself by 
riding on a donkey and took upon 
Himself the penalty of our sins so 
that we might inherit eternal life.

Ask Yourself . . . How can I demon-
strate humility to those around me? 

While much of this prophecy 
was fulfilled during Christ’s earthly 
ministry, its complete fulfillment 

A man from the Middle East riding a 
donkey. Zechariah prophesied that the 
King of the Jews would enter Jerusalem 
riding a donkey.
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leadership of the Maccabees (Mat-
tathias and Judas), the Jews were 
able to break free for a time from 
foreign control.

Zechariah 9:14—13:9 in Brief

The closing verses of Zechariah 
9 describe the Lord’s appearance to 
Israel as her deliverer. His salvation 
would cause His people to become 
physically and spiritually beautiful.

 Zechariah 10 depicts the Lord’s 
anger with the “shepherds” who 
were supposed to be watching out 
for Israel. In light of the failure of 
these leaders, God Himself would 
care for and nourish His people. 

The Israelites would be restored 
as though nothing had happened 
to them. Despite passing through 
a time of trouble, they would be 
brought back from the distant lands 
where God had scattered them.

Zechariah 11 looks at the devasta-
tion brought upon Israel by follow-
ing after false shepherds and reject-
ing the true Shepherd. The price 
they put on their Lord was 30 pieces 
of silver, the price of a slave (vs. 12; 
see also Matt. 26:14-16). As a result 
of rejecting the rightful Shepherd, 
God would allow a “worthless” 
shepherd to rule over them (Zech. 
11:17).

 Chapter 12 describes a time when 
the Lord would defeat the nations 
gathered against Jerusalem. The rul-
ers of Judah would become strong 
as the armies that had advanced on 
them are destroyed. At that time, 
the people of Jerusalem would 

In ancient times, dry cisterns were 
often used to imprison people, and 
so they denoted great suffering. 
Joseph was placed in such a pit by 
his brothers before being sold into 
slavery (see Gen. 37:23, 24). Deliver-
ance from such a pit was equivalent 
to being rescued from death. The 
captives returning from exile were, 
in effect, prisoners being set free 
from a life sentence.

In Zechariah 9:12, the Lord 
exhorted His exiled people to return 
to the fortresses of Judah and Jeru-
salem and promised to restore twice 
as much back to them as they had 
lost. This double portion would be 
the reward for their faith shown in 
returning to the land. Some limit 
this pledge to a doubling of joy, 
while others see it as a doubling of 
possessions or land.

Even though the Lord does at 
times lead us through difficult times, 
in the end He is full of compassion 
and mercy for His people. Even in 
the midst of trials, we can know that 
our loving heavenly Father always 
has our best interests in mind. Those 
who wait find Him eager to shower 
blessings upon them.

To further encourage Judah, the 
Lord portrayed Himself as a war-
rior, with Judah as His bow and 
Ephraim as His arrow (vs. 13). Just 
as the bow and arrow are worthless 
without each other, so the people 
would have to work together in 
order to meet the challenges ahead.

The intent of this verse is directed 
against Greece. Although a part 
of the divided Greek Empire did 
dominate Israel for a time, under the 
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Jerusalem (vs. 2). This does not 
mean that everybody from those 
nations would be there, but that con-
tingents of armies from all the world 
powers would be present. This gath-
ering of the nations against Jerusa-
lem is a popular theme in prophecy 
(see Zeph. 3:8; Rev. 19:19). 

When all would seem lost, the Lord 
Himself would step into the battle to 
fight against the nations that would 
come against Jerusalem (Zech. 14:3). 
Decisive and direct intervention of 
the Lord was Israel’s only hope. This 
is exactly what would happen as the 
Lord again proved His willingness to 
do battle for His people.

look upon the one they pierced and 
mourn. They would recognize Him 
as the Messiah they had rejected. 

This return to the Lord would 
result in a great cleansing from sin. 
The false prophets would be afraid 
to even admit they were prophets, 
because of the dire consequences for 
them. Zechariah 13 describes God’s 
refining process against the worth-
less shepherd and the Jewish people 
in which two-thirds would perish, 
but one-third would be restored.

The King Rules over 
the Earth (14:1-11)

The Lord will be king over the 
whole earth. On that day there will 
be one Lord, and his name the only 
name. —Zechariah 14:9

The apocalyptic vision of Zecha-
riah 14 opens with a scene of great 
despair. It is the coming day of the 
Lord and Jerusalem has suffered a 
devastating defeat. In warfare, booty 
is usually divided among the con-
querors away from the place where 
it is taken. But here it is divided in 
the midst of the city (vs. 1). This 
shows the completeness of the 
defeat as well as the sense of secu-
rity that Israel’s enemies would feel 
after their victory.

After showing the extent of the 
defeat, Zechariah explained the 
background of the disastrous battle. 
God Himself had gathered the 
nations together to fight against 

b

Titus or 
Armageddon?

Some interpreters iden-
tify the siege of Zechariah 
14:1 with the capture of 
Jerusalem by Titus in a.d. 
70. The problem with this 
view is that Titus did not 
come against the city as the 
leader of a multinational 
force, nor did he leave half 
the population behind as 
depicted in 14:2.

Because of the worldwide 
involvement in this battle 
and the destruction of the 
conquering armies by the 
Lord, many identify this as 
the battle of Armageddon 
(Rev. 16:14-16).
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The Lord often works this way 
in our lives. Just when we think all 
is lost or have given up hope, He 
comes through in dramatic fashion 
to let us know it was something only 
He could do. Even in the darkest of 
our hours, He is still in control and 
able to win the victory for us.

Ask Yourself . . . What problem have I 
experienced that only God could solve? 

The Lord would return to the 
Mount of Olives, a two-and-a-half-
mile ridge running north to south 
along the east side of Jerusalem 
(vs. 4). The height of the Mount of 
Olives makes it a difficult way of 
escape from the city. But when the 
Lord’s feet would come to rest on 
the mount, it would be split in two, 
forming a great valley by which the 
people of Jerusalem would be able 
to flee from their enemies (vs. 5). 

The Mount of Olives as seen from 
Jerusalem, looking east. Zechariah 
said that on the day of the Lord, this 
mount would split in two, from east to 
west.

Just as when God parted the Red 
Sea so the Israelites could cross to 
safety, so He would make a val-
ley through the Mount of Olives to 
provide a way of rapid escape from 
the terror taking place in Jerusalem. 
Verse 5 says that the Lord would 
return to this scene with His “holy 
ones,” which may refer to glorified 
believers, angels, or both. 

Whereas some scholars see this as 
a literal splitting of the mountain, 
others see it as a figurative way 
of describing God’s power as the 
only means of escaping the coming 
destruction.

This future period of time would 
be marked by an absence of normal 
light (vs. 6). Joel 3:15 and Matthew 
24:29 also refer to the darkening of 
the sun and other heavenly lights at 
the return of the Lord. The reference 
to no cold or frost may indicate that 
all extremes in temperatures would 
cease in that day.

As verse 7 states, this would 
indeed be a unique day. The normal 
pattern of daytime and nighttime 
would end because the natural 
sources of light would have been 
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would be only one of the geographi-
cal changes to take place in Judah 
when the Lord returns. All the land 
for miles around Jerusalem would 
become a level plain, while the city 
itself would be elevated (vs. 10). 
Because the Lord would be in the 
city, the mountains around Jeru-
salem would no longer be needed 
to protect the city from its ruthless 
enemies.

The changes in landscape would 
also give the city the prominent 
position in the area just as it would 
enjoy distinction in the world. The 
naming of ancient landmarks shows 
that the old site of Jerusalem would 
be inhabited and never again subject 
to devastation (vs. 11).

The Nations 
Worship the King 
(14:12-21)

The survivors from all the nations 
that have attacked Jerusalem will 
go up year after year to worship the 
King, the Lord Almighty, and to 
celebrate the Festival of  
Tabernacles.         —Zechariah 14:16

Zechariah 14:12-15 reveals how 
the Lord would defeat the armies 
gathered against Jerusalem when He 
returns. First, He would strike the 
soldiers with a terrible plague (vs. 
12). The fact that they would still be 
standing on their feet when the pes-
tilence hits shows the suddenness 
by which they would be overtaken. 

removed. The sense is not that there 
would no longer be a distinction 
between night and day, but that 
each would be different than before 
the Lord’s return. His glory would 
shine regardless of whether it was 
day or night.

Judah and Jerusalem have always 
lacked a generous supply of water. 
But at the Lord’s return, they would 
have a bountiful supply of fresh 
water. “Living water will flow 
out from Jerusalem” both to the 
Mediterra nean Sea in the west and 
to the sea in the east, possibly the 
Caspian Sea or the Persian Gulf (vs. 
8). They would even flow during the 
summer, a time when many of the 
rivers in Israel dry up because of the 
heat and lack of rain.

Although the context may imply 
that this new supply of water should 
be taken literally, the waters also 
imply generous spiritual blessings 
poured out upon the people. While 
the prophets often spoke of God’s 
judgment on the world, they also 
spoke of God’s great blessings on 
those who believe and obey. Even 
though the Lord must still punish 
sin, we can be equally sure that He 
also rewards faith and obedience.

The same Messiah who would 
stand on the Mount of Olives would 
also be King over all the earth (vs. 9). 
Zech ariah’s vision of the kingdom 
ex tended far beyond the borders of 
Israel to include the entire world. In 
that day, the Lord would be the only 
object of worship and adoration. All 
other false gods and idols would be 
totally destroyed.

The split in the Mount of Olives 

c
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against Jerusalem.
Chapter 14 begins with the 

nations of the world plundering 
Jerusalem. In verse 14, the situation 
is reversed as the Israelites recover 
their possessions as well as other 
spoils from the battlefield. The peo-
ple of Judah would plunder a great 
amount of wealth from the armies of 
the world.

The plague that struck the sol-
diers would also affect the ani-
mals in the camps of the nations 
gathered against Israel (vs. 15). 
With their way of escape gone, the 
armies would be forced to remain 
and suffer total defeat. With the 

This wasting disease would para-
lyze the opposing armies.

Second, a supernatural panic 
would overtake the confederated 
armies arrayed against Jerusalem 
(vs. 13). The members of the armies 
would kill each other in the con-
fusion surrounding their intense 
desire to escape.

The third weapon used by God 
would be the Israelites themselves. 
As the people of Judah would recog-
nize that God was fighting for them, 
they would rally to defend Jeru-
salem (vs. 14). The people of Judah 
would themselves fight against 
the nations of the world gathered 

Seven Days of 
CELEBRATION
Zechariah predicted that the survivors of Jerusalem’s downfall 

would one day return to celebrate the Festival of Tabernacles  

(Zech. 14:16). The Festival of Tabernacles, or Booths, was cel-

ebrated for seven days beginning on the fifteenth day of the sev-

enth month. The Israelites spent seven days in booths made out 

of branches taken from palm and willow trees. 

The purpose of the feast was to make the people remember 

their time in booths or tents when they left Egypt (Lev. 23:33-43). 

The festival was also meant to be a joyful time of praising and 

thanking God for providing a bountiful harvest (Deut. 16:13-15).
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Egypt would also suffer the conse-
quences of refusing to worship the 
Lord in Jerusalem.

The Lord’s kingdom would be 
characterized by holiness (vs. 20). 
The distinction between the holy 
and the secular would no longer 
exist. Even the most common things 
would be “Holy to the Lord.” Wor-
ship and service to God would be 
a part of everyday activity in Jeru-
salem, and even common things 
such as cooking pots would be holy 
when used in God’s service.

Everything we do as believers is 
meant to be for God’s glory—even 
that which is considered mundane. 

Ask Yourself . . . How can I glorify 
God even in the ordinary matters of 
my life? 

In verse 21, the prophet stated that 
“there will no longer be a Canaanite 
in the house of the Lord” in that 
day. What did he mean? The pagan 
Canaanites who formerly inhab-
ited the promised land were never 
allowed into the temple.

The Canaanites were known 
for being merchants who resorted 
to evil means to accomplish their 
purposes and therefore became a 
symbol for what was deceitful and 
ungodly. The sense in this passage 
is that no evil person would be 
allowed to defile the house of the 
Lord in that day. Everything and 
everyone would be holy before the 
Lord. On the coming day of the 
Lord, God’s people will finally be 
delivered from the presence of sin.

Lord’s intervention, what looked 
like a devastating and fatal loss for 
Israel would be turned into an over-
whelming victory for the nation.

Believing remnants from the 
nations who survive the day of 
the Lord would come to Jerusalem 
year after year to worship the Lord, 
the King of the earth (vs. 16). This 
does not mean that every person 
from these nations would come to 
the city, but perhaps representa-
tives from all the nations would be 
required to appear in Jerusalem and 
worship the King.

When the people from the nations 
of the world would come to Jerusa-
lem, they would join in celebrating 
the Feast of Tabernacles. For Israel, 
this feast marked the final harvest 
of crops for the year. Perhaps that is 
why the nations would be required 
to come for this feast, to thank the 
Lord for their harvests and supply 
of food. 

Nations not represented at the 
annual Feast of Tabernacles would 
be punished for their disobedience 
(vs. 17). The Lord often punished 
His people by withholding rain 
from them. While the rain seems to 
be literal in this passage, it may also 
be symbolic of the overall blessings 
of God upon a nation.  

The nation of Egypt is given as 
an example of how the King would 
deal with nations who refused to 
participate in the feast (vss. 18, 19). 
Because Egypt relies on the Nile and 
indirectly upon rain, it might be con-
sidered as a possible exception. But 


