
The Power of a Godly Life

Then answered one of the servants, and said, Behold, 
I have seen a son of Jesse . . . and the LORD is with him 
(1 Samuel 16:18, KJV).

Scripture: 1 Samuel 16:14-23  
Song: “Make Me a Blessing”

Motel 6 became famous for its signature promise: “We’ll leave 
the light on for you.” But the gospel has the power to actually turn 
the lights on for you. As a Bible college student, I remember hear-
ing our college president quote the local police chief, who said that 
when the Bible college’s students returned to campus every fall, it 
was as if the lights came on in the city. The gospel, as lived out in 
the lives and service of the students, was making a real impact in 
the local community. When Saul was tormented by an evil spirit, 
young David was brought to the palace to calm the king by play-
ing the harp. Saul’s servants noted David’s skillful musical ability, 
his courage, his wisdom, and even his good looks. But far more 
importantly, the servants noted David’s close walk with the Lord. 
God’s presence in David’s life came out in his music and drove the 
evil spirit away.

In the same way today, a Christian’s close walk with the Lord 
can be a powerful in� uence in our world and leave a lasting impact 
on others. God’s presence in our lives will truly help us to be His 
lights in a dark world. 

Father, draw us close to You so that others may see You in our lives. In Jesus’ name, 
amen.

October  26

The Greatness of God

Great is our Lord (Psalm 147:5, KJV).

Scripture: Psalm 147:1-7 
Song: “Praise Him Forever”

In the � nal scene of the � lm Gifted Hands, Dr. Ben Carson left 
the surgery room for the hospital lobby after a grueling 22-hour 
procedure. He was met with spontaneous applause from the hos-
pital staff—and rightly so. After all, his marathon operation ac-
complished what had previously been thought impossible: he had 
surgically separated conjoined twins. Carson deserved the applause 
after a show of such amazing skill, and the staff would have been 
wrong not to show their appreciation. 

Psalm 147 leads us in praise to God for His marvelous works. 
First, the psalmist describes God’s heart: He cares for the outcasts 
of His people, He heals the brokenhearted, and He lifts up the 
humble. Second, the psalmist describes God’s might: His power is 
in� nite, He calls the stars by name, and He casts down the wicked. 
For all these reasons, God is worthy of praise. 

God deserves our praise, both for who He is and what He has 
done. When we forget (or neglect) to praise Him, we are not giving 
Him the honor we should. But as we spend more time with the 
Lord through reading the Scriptures and prayer, we will see Him 
as He is—both for His great heart and His great might—and praise 
Him as He deserves.

Father, help us give You the praise You deserve. In Jesus’ name, amen.

October 25–31. David Madsen teaches college English. He enjoys spending time with his family 
and serving in his local church. 
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Created to Praise the Lord

Praise him, ye heavens of heavens, and ye waters that be 
above the heavens. Let them praise the name of the LORD: 
for he commanded, and they were created (Psalm 148:5, KJV).

Scripture: Psalm 148
Song: “All Creatures of Our God and King” 

Even a puppet can learn—at least that is what my wife and I 
have concluded since reading the original Adventures of Pinocchio 
book by Carlo Collodi, published in 1883. Craftsman Geppetto had 
made the puppet for his own pleasure, but the self-willed Pinocchio 
refused to listen to his creator and fell into a series of painful mis-
haps, including being set on � re and being turned into a donkey! 
Through these experiences, Pinocchio slowly learned to care more 
for others than himself and, in the end, to cherish his “father” Gep-
petto. 

In Psalm 148, the psalmist calls on all creation to praise the Lord: 
angels, kings, saints, old and young, animals, the sun and moon, the 
land and vegetation, and even the weather. Nothing is excluded. 
The psalmist notes that it was God who created all things; because 
all things were made for Him, all things ought to praise Him.

Like the psalmist, we do well to remember that we were made 
by God to praise Him. Put life’s attractions and distractions in their 
place in order not to neglect God. Learn to lend your voice in praise 
to God because it is in praising Him that we get our minds off our-
selves and show that we truly cherish our Heavenly Father.

Father, remind us to praise You because we are Yours. In Jesus’ name, amen.

October  28

The God Who Intervenes

At midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang praises unto 
God: and the prisoners heard them (Acts 16:25, KJV).

Scripture: Acts 16:23-26 
Song: “God Will Make a Way”

George Mueller always expected God to respond to his prayers—
even when praying at sea. Once when traveling, the ship’s cap-
tain informed Mueller that the fog at sea would prevent him from 
reaching his speaking engagement on time. Mueller could not bear 
the thought—he had never missed a meeting. There in front of the 
captain, Mueller began to pray, logically explaining to God why he 
needed to be on time and asking Him to clear the weather. To the 
captain’s amazement, the fog lifted, allowing for the ship to make 
it to land without delay. God had responded to His faithful child’s 
prayer. 

Paul and Silas had been beaten and imprisoned in Philippi for 
preaching Christ. Although their feet were in stocks, their love 
for the Lord could not be constrained, and they prayed and sang 
praises. Suddenly, an earthquake shook the prison, setting Paul and 
Silas free and giving them the opportunity to lead the jailer and his 
family to faith in Christ. God had responded to the faithfulness of 
His servants.

Sometimes it is easy to forget that God still responds to the 
prayers of His people today. And it is not just faith but faithfulness 
that He honors. Like Paul and Silas, when we glorify God even in 
the midst of hardship, He will often answer in astounding ways. 

Father, help us be faithful Christians and trust that You will work in our lives. In Jesus’ 
name, amen.

October  27
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God’s Enjoyment of His People

The LORD taketh pleasure in his people (Psalm 149:4, KJV). 

Scripture: Psalm 149 
Song: “Oh, How He Loves You and Me”

Despite being small for my age, my Little League Baseball coach 
assigned me the position of catcher—a real privilege compared to 
being stuck in the out� eld. One day before a game, I was all decked 
out in the catcher face mask, chest protector, and shin guards—
probably all two sizes too big for me—when the umpire came 
up to where the coach and I were standing. “Is that your regular 
catcher?” she asked, eyeing me with a look of disdain. The coach 
smiled and replied, “That’s the man.” Hearing the coach’s heartfelt 
support for me was so encouraging and made me realize how much 
the coach really enjoyed having me at the position.

Many psalms admonish God’s people to praise Him because of 
His great works or great attributes. However, in Psalm 149 the 
psalmist pointed out that the Israelites should praise the Lord be-
cause He took pleasure in His people—because He enjoyed them. 
Despite His people’s faults, God treasured the relationship He had 
with the Israelites and enjoyed their praise. 

Despite our being imperfect people, God loves us. Although we 
certainly should praise God for His wonderful works and His divine 
attributes, we should also praise Him simply because He enjoys us 
as His people. Realizing how much God values His relationship 
with us should encourage our hearts and cause us to love Him 
much more.

Father, help us to remember how much You enjoy Your people. In Jesus’ name, 
amen.

October  30

God’s Transforming Presence

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom 
(Colossians 3:16, KJV).

Scripture: Colossians 3:12-17
Song: “Change My Heart, Oh God”

It is often much easier to talk about forgiveness than to actually 
forgive. Corrie ten Boom suffered in a Nazi concentration camp be-
cause she had hidden Jews. Years later, when giving her testimony 
of God’s love and forgiveness at a German church, to her horror a 
man who approached her had been one of the cruel Nazi guards 
from her imprisonment. He was a Christian now and held out his 
hand, asking her forgiveness. At � rst she froze. Instantly, she felt 
God’s love � ll her for this former torturer. God’s presence in Cor-
rie’s life had allowed her to love a man she easily could have hated.

Paul reminded the church members at Colossae to let God work 
in their lives to produce mercy, kindness, humility, patience, for-
giveness, and love. As Christ’s Word dwelt in these believers, they 
would be able to encourage and instruct each other in a way they 
could never do in their own power. God’s presence in their lives 
would make the difference in treating others in a Christlike way. 

Likewise, the Lord seeks to work His will in our lives. As we 
yield to Him, He will produce mercy, forgiveness, and love in our 
lives just as He did in the Colossians’ lives. And as He does, we will 
� nd ourselves treating others in the Christlike way we never could 
without Him. 

Father, help us to love others with Your love. In Jesus’ name, amen.  

October  29
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November  1

Savoring

May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face 
shine on us (Psalm 67:1).

Scripture: Psalm 67
Song: “Come, Ye Thankful People, Come”

In a memorable episode of Hill Street Blues, of� cers confronted 
a man who was continuously rolling his chair around a restaurant’s 
all-you-can-eat buffet. That guy had clearly overstayed his welcome. 
But at the other extreme, it is possible for a person to consume a 
meal almost without thinking. When we eat someone’s carefully 
prepared meal, part of the experience involves tasting the � avors 
the chef has labored to produce. We can take time to savor, pausing 
between courses, and enjoying conversation with others.

Selah is a Hebrew word used at the end of many verses in the 
psalms, including Psalm 67:1 in many English Bible editions. One 
interpretation of its meaning is to pause the singing. Whatever its 
exact meaning, an overt reminder to pause might be helpful! Pause 
and marvel that an all-powerful God is willing to bless and be gra-
cious to us; indeed, the God of the universe will hear and answer 
our prayers (1 John 5:14-15).

We can pause to thank God for His bounty and savor the good-
ness of all that He has prepared for us. Stop and consider what a 
privilege it is to ask that God shine His face on us.

Father, help us to refl ect on, give thanks for, and celebrate Your constant love for us. 
In Jesus’ name, amen.

November 1–7. Tamara Durant lives in northern New York with her husband of 26 years and two 
unruly dogs. She enjoys boating and reading.

Praise in Every Way

Let everything that hath breath praise the LORD (Psalm 
150:6, KJV).

Scripture: Psalm 150 
Song: “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”

God should be praised in every way—even by a message from a 
spaceship. On Christmas Eve 1968, Americans had the rare treat 
of hearing a live broadcast from astronauts aboard Apollo 8 as it 
orbited the moon. As the astronauts began speaking, listeners in 
the United States heard the astronauts read familiar words from 
Genesis 1:1: “In the beginning God created the heaven and the 
earth.” In all, the astronauts read the � rst 10 verses of the creation 
story. One can only imagine the awe the astronauts experienced 
as they read about God’s creative power while they watched the 
earth, sun, moon, and stars from space.

In Psalm 150, the psalmist stated that the Israelites should praise 
God everywhere: in the sanctuary as well as in the heavens. They 
should also praise God in every way possible: with trumpets, harp, 
stringed instruments, cymbals, and dance. In fact, he states that 
everything with breath should praise God. There was nothing that 
could not be used to glorify God. 

Likewise, we should praise God at every opportunity and in ev-
ery way. We can praise God while at home, at work, or at school. 
We can praise God in our phone calls, text messages, and social 
network posts. As we use every means at our disposal to show Him 
praise wherever we are, God will be honored and others will be 
drawn to Him.

Father, help us to praise You in every way we can. In Jesus’ name, amen. 

October  31
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