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Lesson 12 95

a

John 18:1-27 in Brief

Judas Iscariot led some Jewish 
officials and soldiers to Jesus to 
arrest Him. Though Peter attempted 
to defend the Lord, Jesus allowed 
them to take Him to the high priest.

While Annas and Caiaphas [KAY-
uh-fuss] interrogated Jesus, Peter 
stood outside. There Peter denied 
Jesus three times. Once the rooster 
crowed, Peter realized that he had 
denied the Lord just as Jesus had 
predicted.

Jesus Is Questioned 
by Pilate (18:28-40)

“You are a king, then!” said Pilate.  
 Jesus answered, “You say that I 
am a king. In fact, the reason I was 
born and came into the world is to 
testify to the truth. Everyone on the 
side of truth listens to me.” —John 
18:37

After Caiaphas and members of 
the Sanhedrin claimed Jesus was 
guilty of blasphemy, they took Him 
to Pilate, the Roman governor sta-

tioned in Judea. Although the Jew-
ish rulers wanted Jesus crucified, 
they did not have the authority to 
carry it out themselves. Pilate and 
his Roman troops were in Jerusalem 
in case the celebration of the Pass-
over Feast erupted into a revolt. The 
Jews brought Jesus to Pilate with the 
intention of persuading the Roman 
governor to pronounce the death 
sentence on Him (vs. 28a). 

Since the Jews believed that enter-
ing a Gentile residence ceremonially 
defiled them for seven days, and 
since they wanted to participate in 
the Passover Feast, they refused 
to enter Pilate’s palace. Therefore, 
Pilate had to come out to them 
to determine the crime they had 
charged against Jesus (vss. 28b, 29).

Pilate obliged these Jews and 
came out to question them about 
their complaint. The officials 
responded disrespectfully by not-
ing that they would not have gone 
to all this trouble of bringing Jesus 
to Pilate if Jesus were not a criminal 
(vs. 30). They evaded Pilate’s ques-
tion since they lacked any evidence 
that Jesus had broken a Roman law. 

Pilate knew that these leaders 
were jealous of Jesus’ popularity 

The Sacrifice  
of Jesus

John 18—19
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John 18:28-40

among the people (see Matt. 27:18). 
Furthermore, it was the policy of 
the Romans to allow the nations 
they conquered to administer justice 
among their own people, especially 
in regard to religious issues. So 
Pilate told the Jewish rulers to judge 
Jesus themselves and apply their 
own system of justice (John 18:31a).

The officials argued, however, that 
they did not have the authority to 
execute anyone, even though later 
the Jews stoned Stephen (see Acts 
7:57-59). It was now evident that 
Caiaphas and his supporters wanted 
the Romans to crucify Jesus (John 
18:31b, 32). Apparently the high 
priest wanted to discredit Jesus by 
the manner of His death, for the law 
said, “Anyone who is hung on a pole 
is under God’s curse” (Deut. 21:23).

Having failed to dismiss the Jew-
ish officials, Pilate withdrew into the 
Praetorium and summoned Jesus in 
order to interrogate Him for himself. 
(Jesus offered no complaint about 
risking ceremonial uncleanness by 
entering Pilate’s home.) Appar-
ently the Jewish leaders had already 
informed Pilate that Jesus had 
claimed to be their king (John 18:33). 
Pilate probably expected to encount-
er the belligerent zeal of a revolu-
tionary instead of the composed 
stateliness Jesus demonstrated.

Instead of answering Pilate’s 
question, Jesus asked Pilate whether 
he was inquiring about His identity 
on his own or was interrogating 
Him on behalf of Caiaphas and the 
Sanhedrin (vs. 34). The question 
disturbed Pilate. Pilate scoffed at 
the notion that he could have any 

The Fall of 

Pontius
Pilate

The Roman Emperor 

Tiberius appointed Pilate to be 

procurator of Judea in a.d. 26. 

Little information concerning 

Pilate’s early life is available 

to us, except for questionable 

legends about him. The Jewish 

historian Josephus did record 

his stormy relationship with 

the Jews during his ten-year 

term in Palestine. Of course, 

Pilate is most famous for hav-

ing sentenced Jesus to die on 

the cross.

After Caius Caligula 

assumed the emperor’s 

throne, Pilate’s political career 

took a dramatic decline. He 

was recalled to Rome in dis-

grace. In the depths of depres-

sion, Pilate committed  

suicide.
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John 19:1-16

Since Pilate was a shrewd politi-
cian, he suggested that Jesus be 
released according to their custom in 
which the Romans freed one Jewish 
prisoner during each Passover Feast. 
This way Pilate could avoid offend-
ing those Jewish officials who want-
ed Jesus convicted of a crime and 
yet not execute a man he be lieved 
to be innocent of any wrongdoing. 
Nevertheless, Pilate could not resist 
a scornful jab by referring to Jesus as 
their king (vs. 39).

The crowd, however, shouted for 
the release of Barabbas and not Jesus 
(vs. 40). Since Barabbas had taken 
part in the local rebellion against 
the Romans, the crowd probably 
viewed him as a national hero. Mark 
and Luke called him a murderer (see 
Mark 15:7; Luke 23:19).

Jesus Is Sentenced 
by Pilate (19:1-16)

The Jewish leaders insisted, “We 
have a law, and according to that 
law he must die, because he claimed 
to be the Son of God.” —John 19:7

After the crowd outside the 
Praetorium insisted on Barabbas’s 
release, Pilate ordered his soldiers to 
flog Jesus. After pressing a crown of 
thorns on Jesus’ head and wrapping 
a purple robe around Him, they 
mocked Him by repeatedly saying 
derisively to Him, “Hail, king of the 
Jews!” Then they smacked Him in 
the face (vss. 1-3).

personal interest in this controversy. 
He certainly was not a Jew. It was 
Jesus’ own people who demanded 
that he investigate this matter. Pilate 
was only concerned about whether 
Jesus had committed a crime against 
Roman law (vs. 35).

Jesus acknowledged that He 
was a king, but not over an earthly 
kingdom. If He were, His follow-
ers would have taken up arms and 
fought His arresters. That they did 
not all attack showed that His king-
dom was of another realm (vs. 36).

Pilate exclaimed that Jesus had 
finally admitted to believing He was 
a king. If Pilate wanted to call Jesus 
a king, then Jesus would not dis-
pute his statement. Jesus, however, 
focused on His purpose for coming 
into the world instead of debating 
His title. Jesus’ purpose was to bear 
witness to the truth. He then added 
that all who sought the truth would 
listen to Him (vs. 37). Implicit in 
Jesus’ statement was a question that 
asked whether Pilate was willing to 
listen concerning the truth.

Ask Yourself . . . Am I always willing 
to listen to the truth, even if it might 
make me uncomfortable? 

Pilate shrugged off Jesus’ state-
ment by muttering, “What is truth?” 
(vs. 38). In our age of relativism, 
many people today are also pes-
simistic about being able to know 
with certainty what is true. With-
out waiting for an answer, Pilate 
returned to the crowd outside and 
stated that He had found nothing 
that would indicate that Jesus was 
dangerous to the state.

b
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John 19:1-16

Therefore, Caiaphas was guilty of a 
worse sin (vss. 10, 11).

When Pilate sought some way of 
letting Jesus go, the Jewish rulers 
warned him loudly that such an act 
would be treason to Caesar. Veiled 
in their outcry was the threat of 
notifying Tiberius Caesar that Pilate 
had freed someone who claimed to 
be a king. Since Tiberius was noted 
for being suspicious of rivals to his 
throne, he would have interpreted 
Pilate’s ruling as an act of disloy-
alty, and likely would have ended 
Pilate’s career—or his life (vs. 12).

Faced with this implied threat, 
Pilate ordered Jesus to stand before 
His accusers while he sat on the 
judgment seat, which was located on 
“Stone Pavement,” or, in Aramaic, 
Gabbatha. This word means “ridge” 
or “height.” It was Friday morning 
of the Passover week when Pilate 
pointed to Jesus and contemptuous-
ly said to the crowd, “Here is your 
king” (vss. 13, 14).

The people had turned into a 
mob thirsty for blood. They repeat-
edly yelled for Jesus to be crucified. 
Pilate asked them whether they 
really wanted him to do this. Ironi-
cally, the chief priests who had con-
demned Jesus for blasphemy pro-
claimed Caesar to be their only king. 
Thus, having exhausted all attempts 
to free Jesus, Pilate finally yielded 
to their demands and commanded 
his soldiers to take Jesus away to be 
crucified (vss. 15, 16).

Ask Yourself . . . How have I been 
pressured in the past to compromise my 
faith in Christ?

Perhaps Pilate thought this harsh 
treatment of Jesus would elicit the 
crowd’s sympathy for Him. No such 
compassion was demonstrated, 
however. After telling the people 
once more that he found Jesus 
innocent of any charge, and after 
parading Him before them in ridicu-
lous attire, Pilate presented Jesus 
to them, saying, “Here is the man!” 
(vss. 4, 5). He may have had to iden-
tify Jesus because He had been so 
maimed by the flogging.

Pilate was disgusted with the 
heartless attitude of the Jewish offi-
cials. He told them to crucify Jesus 
themselves. Yet they persisted, argu-
ing that their law required that He 
be executed since He professed to be 
God’s Son (vs. 6).

Learning about Jesus’ divine claim 
frightened Pilate, who was evidently 
superstitious because of his pagan 
background. Furthermore, his wife 
had warned him about a troubling 
dream she had about Jesus (see 
Matt. 27:19). Since Pilate did not 
want to offend the gods, he with-
drew once more and asked Jesus to 
reveal His origin. Jesus, however, 
did not respond. The truth was 
beyond Pilate’s grasp. 

Jesus’ silence infuriated Pilate, 
who reminded this peasant that as 
governor he possessed the author-
ity to free Him or sentence Him to 
die on the cross. Pilate’s comment 
failed to impress Jesus, however. He 
told Pilate any authority he had over 
Him was granted by God. While 
Pilate had the power to sentence 
Jesus to death, Caiaphas had deliv-
ered Him to the Roman governor. 
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John 19:17-27

Even Jesus, in His weakness, 
needed help. As believers we should 
never be ashamed to ask for help 
when difficult circumstances have 
sapped our strength. 

At Golgotha, the soldiers crucified 
Jesus and two criminals on each side 
of Him (vs. 18). Pilate had a placard 
attached to Jesus’ cross, publicizing 
Jesus of Nazareth as “The King of 
the Jews” (John 19:19). Pilate had 
this phrase written in Aramaic (the 
local language), Latin (the official 
language of the Roman Empire), and 
Greek (the common language of the 
Mediterranean world). Every person 
who passed by could read this plac-
ard. This was Pilate’s way of insult-
ing the officials who had pestered 
him into condemning Jesus. Pilate 
unintentionally helped stress the 
significance of Jesus’ royalty (vs. 20).   

As expected, Pilate’s placard out-
raged Caiaphas and the chief priests. 
They demanded he change Jesus’ 
offense to read that Jesus claimed 

to be their king. Pilate, 
however, refused to alter 
the wording (vss. 21, 22).

Meanwhile, the four 
Roman soldiers who had 
crucified Christ were 
dividing Jesus’ clothes 
among themselves. 
According to Roman 

Jesus Is Crucified 
(19:17-27)

Carrying his own cross, [Jesus] 
went out to the place of the Skull 
(which in Aramaic is called Gol-
gotha). There they crucified him. 
 —John 19:17, 18a

The Roman soldiers forced Jesus 
to carry the heavy cross beam dur-
ing the first part of His trek from 
Pilate’s seat of judgment to Gol-
gotha. Golgotha is an Aramaic word 
that means “the place of the Skull” 
(vs. 17; see Matt. 27:33). The other 
Gospel writers recorded that the sol-
diers enlisted Simon from Cyrene to 
carry Jesus’ cross the rest of the way 
(see Matt. 27:32; Mark 15:21; Luke 
23:26). Evidently the flogging had 
weakened Jesus to the point where 
He could no longer carry the beam 
the entire distance. 

c

Caves on this hillside near 
Jerusalem look like hol-
low eye sockets, leading 
some to identify this with 
“the place of the Skull,” or 
Golgotha.
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prophesied concerning the Messiah 
(vs. 28). One specific fulfillment of 
Scripture (see Ps. 69:21) occurred 
when the soldiers lifted a hyssop 
stalk to press a sponge soaked with 
wine vinegar to His lips after Jesus 
voiced His thirst (John 19:29). Wine 
vinegar was a cheap wine com-
monly drunk by legionnaires. These 
soldiers probably had some with 
them in a jar.

This time, however, they did not 
mix this sour wine with a numb-
ing drug (“gall”—Matt. 27:34; 
“myrrh” —Mark 15:23) as they 
had when they offered it to Jesus 
at the beginning of His crucifixion. 
Though Jesus had earlier refused 
the drugged wine to keep His mind 
clear, He took a sip this time so as 
to moisten His throat and verbal-
ize His last words of triumph: “It is 
finished” (John 19:30).

custom, the executioners had the 
right to take the possessions of 
anyone they put to death. Since 
Jesus’ undergarment remained 
after His other clothes were divid-
ed equally, and since it apparently 
had some value (being seamless), 
the soldiers decided to cast lots 
to determine who would win the 
prize. John quoted Psalm 22:18 to 
show that the actions of the sol-
diers fulfilled yet another signifi-
cant messianic prophecy  
(John 19:23, 24).

As Jesus hung from the cross, 
He saw four women weeping 
before Him—His aunt, Mary the 
wife of Clopas, Mary of Magdala, 
and His mother. He also saw one 
of His closest disciples, who most 
likely was John. Even to the very 
end Jesus demonstrated concern for 
others. He observed His mother’s 
anguish and left her in John’s care 
(vss. 25-27).

Ask Yourself . . . Who does Jesus want 
me to take care of?

Jesus Dies  
(19:28-37)

When he had received the drink, 
Jesus said, “It is finished.” With 
that, he bowed his head and gave 
up his spirit. —John 19:30

John moved on to the final stage 
of Jesus’ crucifixion, which would 
complete all that Scripture had 

d

What Became of 
Jesus’ 

Mother?
According to Christian tradition, 

the apostle John cared for Mary like 

a son until her death. Some say John 

established his home in Jerusalem, 

where Mary eventually died and 

was buried. Another view says that 

John took her to Ephesus, where 

she stayed in his home for the rest 

of her life. Today there are tombs in 

both cities that claim to be the burial 

place of Mary. 
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John 19:38-42

not convinced of Jesus’ death, or 
perhaps he was just a brutal person, 
for he pierced Jesus’ side with his 
spear. Blood and water instantly 
poured from the wound, which the 
author of this Gospel personally 
observed. John insisted on the reli-
ability of the one who testified to 
this event—most likely himself—in 
order that those who read this 
account would believe in Jesus  
(vss. 33-35).

What happened to Jesus after His 
death was another fulfillment of 
Scripture. That Jesus’ bones were 
not broken could pertain to Exodus 
12:46 and Numbers 9:12, in which 
God commanded that the bones of 
the Passover lamb not be broken. Or 
this protection could allude to Psalm 
34:20, which speaks of God protect-
ing the bones of the righteous man. 
John’s quote about piercing is from 
Zechariah 12:10, which culminated 
the scriptural prophecy relating to 
the Messiah as the Suffering Servant 
(John 19:36, 37).

Jesus Is Buried 
(19:38-42)

Because it was the Jewish day of 
Preparation and since the tomb was 
nearby, [Joseph and Nicodemus] 
laid Jesus there. —John 19:42

Joseph of Arimathea was a 
wealthy and prominent member 
of the Sanhedrin (see Matt. 27:57; 
Mark 15:43). Though he had kept 

Jesus had at last completed His 
earthly mission. And so Jesus bowed 
His head and surrendered His spirit. 
He died—not a defeated, miserable 
man—but the victorious King of 
kings.

Ask Yourself . . . How has God 
brought triumph out of humiliation in 
my life?

According to the law of Moses, 
God forbade the Israelites to leave an 
executed person hanging on a tree 
overnight lest the dead body dese-
crate the land (vs. 31; see Deut. 21:22, 
23). To allow the body to remain on 
a cross during the Sabbath was espe-
cially disturbing to the Jews. It was 
even more offensive if the Sabbath 
was special (that is, associated with 
one of the major feasts—in this case, 
the Passover Feast).

Since Jesus and the two crimi-
nals were crucified on the day of 
preparation for Passover, the Jewish 
officials petitioned Pilate to order 
the legs of the three men broken 
and their bodies removed from their 
crosses. Pushing on their legs helped 
the crucified to breathe, and when 
their legs were broken, death was 
hastened.

Though the Romans normally left 
bodies to hang on their crosses as a 
warning not to violate any of their 
laws, Pilate yielded to the petition. 
His soldiers broke the legs of the 
two men who were crucified with 
Jesus, but when they came to Jesus, 
they discovered that He had already 
died. And so they did not fracture 
His legs (vs. 32).

One of the soldiers was evidently 

e
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and aloes, and together they steeped 
strips of linen with the spices and 
wrapped Jesus’ body with the cloths 
in keeping with the proper burial 
customs of the Jews (19:39, 40).

Joseph and Nicodemus took Jesus’ 
body to a new tomb that was empty 
of any other corpses. John also 
mentioned that the tomb was in a 
garden, which is another indication 
that Jesus was not buried in a public 
cemetery. The tomb was apparently 
close to the execution site. This was 
fortunate since sundown, which was 
fast approaching, would mark the 
beginning of the Passover Sabbath 
(vss. 41, 42). 

Ask Yourself . . . If I were in Joseph’s 
place, what would I risk by coming 
forward to claim Jesus’ body?

his faith in Jesus a secret because 
he was afraid of his colleagues, he 
had not consented to the council’s 
decision to condemn Jesus (see Luke 
23:50, 51). Now that Jesus had been 
executed, he openly expressed his 
devotion to Jesus by boldly seeking 
Pilate’s permission to allow him to 
bury Jesus in his own tomb (John 
19:38; see Matt. 27:60).

After Pilate gave his consent, 
Joseph and Nicodemus took the 
body of Jesus away. Nicodemus was 
another member of the Jewish rul-
ing council and the Pharisee who 
had come to Jesus at night to inquire 
about the kingdom of God (see John 
3:1-15). The two retrieved Jesus from 
the cross and prepared His body 
for burial. Nicodemus had brought 
about seventy-five pounds of myrrh 


