
Tempted in the Garden
 based on Genesis 3

But eve wonders. and 
one day she goes to 
the tree and gazes at 
the forbidden fruit.

Look, Adam!
the little bird

comes when
I call!

God is
good to us.

He has given us
everything.

everything
except fruit

from the tree
of knowledge of

good and
evil.

yes, that is
forbidden!
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satan, in the form of a 
serphent, tempts eve.

are you sure
god said not to
eat this fruit?

Oh, you won’t
die if you touch

it. See? and if you
eat it, you will be

wise—just like
god.

you’re right! and if 
this fruit will make me 
wise,  surely there’s no 

harm in taking just 
one bite.

adam!
it tastes
delicious!

and it will
make you wise.

oh, yes. if
we even touch
it, we’ll die.
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but the 
forbidden 
fruit has far 
different 
effects than 
the serpent
promised. 
Suddenly 
adam and eve
realize
they have
disobeyed
god. their
innocence is
taken away
as well.

in the stillness
of the garden,
god comes to
adam and eve.

god makes clothes for adam 
and eve out of animal skins 
and sends them away.

cover yourself
with these leaves!

we must hide.

I only ate it because
the woman you gave me

handed it to me.

the serpent
you created
tricked me!

look! a
flaming sword

blocks the entrance
to the garden. we can
never go back now!

where
can we go?
what can we

do?

God’s promise
of salvation

The perfect unity between
god and his beloved

creation is now broken
for all time. adam and eve

are forced to create a
new life out of their

knowledge and shame.

But already, god has a
plan to redeem his

creation. god promises
that one day he will send
a savior for his people.

we’re not
wise—we’re just

naked!

because you disobeyed me,
you must leave this beautiful
garden. from now on, you’ll

have to work hard
to survive.

how did you know you were 
naked? have you eaten the fruit 

I told you not to eat?
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 Josh glared at the floor. What 
was his dad so mad about,  
anyway? No damage had been 
done.
 He and his friend Tyler had been 
throwing the ball around with the 
garage door open. The antique car 
that his dad was taking care of for 
his boss was right there, but the 
ball hadn’t hit it. Nothing had hap-
pened. And now Josh was ground-
ed for the rest of the week—and 
the big soccer game was tomorrow. 
It wasn’t fair!
 At dinner he kept his eyes glued 
to his plate.
 Finally his father put down his 
fork. His voice was stern. “Josh, 
you may go to your room if you 

have to pout.”
 “But, Dad! It isn’t fair! It 

wasn’t my fault. I didn’t 
do anything except 
leave the garage door 
open. Nothing was 
hurt. I don’t see why I 
can’t play in the game 
tomorrow.”
 “What you did 

was disobey. Why or 
how the garage door was 

opened is not the issue. I 
told you to keep it closed while 

the car is in there. Nothing was 
hurt this time. But if you don’t 
learn now, something could be 
hurt next time.”
 Josh picked up his plate and 
stomped into the kitchen.
 The next evening, Tyler called 
him. “We lost the game, thanks to 
you.”
 “Thanks to me? You were the 
one who opened the garage door!”
 “Your dad sure blew his top 
over nothing. My dad would 
never keep me from playing in a 
game over that.”

 Not Not
   My    My 
FaultFault

Josh learns a 
tough lesson on 
living with the 
consequences of 
his actions.



 “Cool it, Tyler. My dad has his 
reasons.”
 “Yeah, well, the team lost, and 
this was an important game. I 
thought Christians were supposed 
to forgive. Your dad sure didn’t 
show much forgiveness.”
 “That’s it, Tyler!” Josh shouted, 
slamming down the receiver.
 “So Tyler thinks I’m pretty 
unfair, huh?” his dad asked, a faint 
smile on his face.
 “No big deal. He’s just mad 
because we lost the game.”
 “There’s something you need to 
understand, son. God has set down 
rules to help us live happily. Two 
of the most important rules are 
obedience and honesty.”
 “I’m sorry about the garage 
door, Dad, but I wasn’t the  
one . . .”
 His dad turned to leave. “I don’t 
seem to be getting through to 
you, Josh. You’d better get at your 
homework.”
 Finally Friday came—the 
last day of his restriction.  
As the two boys neared Josh’s 
house after school, Tyler  
started up the driveway.
 “Hey! I’m still grounded till 
tomorrow!” said Josh.
 “Who’s going to know? Your 
mom and sister are at the mother-
daughter thing at school, and your 
dad won’t be home for another 
hour. Let’s play a couple of video 
games.”
 Josh looked doubtful. They’d 
only had their new game system a 
week, and he knew he shouldn’t be 
using it yet without his dad’s help.
 “Aw, c’mon, Josh. I’ve been 
dying to see it.”
 Josh grabbed the doorknob. 
“Okay. I really shouldn’t, but we’ll 
just play one game.”
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 The phone rang just as Josh was  
finishing the first round. It was his dad.
 “Hello, Josh? Please tell your mother 
I won’t be home for supper tonight. I’ll 
grab a hamburger on the way to my 
meeting at church.”
 “Okay, Dad . . .”
 Tyler’s voice sounded loud as he 
yelled through the door, “Hurry—it’s 
your turn!”
 Josh covered the receiver with his 
hand.
 “Is someone there?” his dad asked.
 “No, just the TV. I’ll tell Mom. See 
you later.”
 He hung up the phone. Two lies. 
Little ones, sure, but still lies. He went 
back to the game.
 “You’re real smart, Tyler! That was 
my dad on the phone. He must’ve 
heard you.”
 Tyler said, “Well, you took long 
enough. You’re sure scared of your 
father.” He slammed his controller 
down on the table. Suddenly everything 
went blank.
 “Oh, no!”
 Tyler stared, then went white. “I’d 
better be going. See you!”
 Josh felt sick. Tyler’s blow had caused 
the system to crash. When Josh restart-
ed it, he tried using the controller Tyler 
had slammed on the table. It didn’t 
work!
 Josh squeezed his eyes shut. It was 
dumb to cry over this, but he felt really 
rotten.
 Hey! He didn’t have to say a thing. 
He could pretend that the controller 
was defective and it just broke.
 Josh turned off the system and 
thought. His dad’s words kept running 
through his head. “If you don’t learn 
now, something could be hurt next 
time.”
 Finally he got up and went to the 
phone. “Okay, God,” he whispered as 
he dialed. “Please help me do this.”
 Josh swallowed hard. “Hello, Dad? 
There’s something I need to tell you . . .”
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If you grew a garden this summer, you may be picking yummy fruits and vegetables, or enjoying 
colorful flowers from it now. Did you know that Bible-time gardens and orchards had many of 
the same plants that we still grow? Find a plant in each Bible passage (use NIV), then “plant” 
the letters in the puzzle garden. (Note: All words go across to the next picture of a plant: several 
words continue onto the next line—see number 5, which has been filled in.)

 1. will make you healthy (Daniel 1:12)
 2. may be in a cookie (Matthew 21:19)
 3. reddish fruit (Song of Songs 4:13)
 4. tropical tree (John 12:13)
 5. a seasoning—it tastes good on bread (Numbers 11:5)
 6. purple berry from a tree (Luke 17:6)
 7. log-shaped “cool” vegetables (Numbers 11:5)
 8. flowers we think of at Easter (Song of Songs 2:1)
 9. a nut (Numbers 17:8)
 10. a good source of protein; one kind is used in making chili (Ezekiel 4:9)
 11. grow on a vine (Numbers 13:23)
 12. large, juicy fruits (Numbers 11:5)
 13. used in medicine as well as in cooking (2 Kings 4:39)
 14. greenish, edible seed (Genesis 43:11)
 15. was made into a stew (Genesis 25:34)
 16. oil is made from this (Isaiah 41:19)
 17. used on hot dogs (Luke 13:19)
 18. often sliced on hamburgers (Numbers 11:5)
 19. a grain often made into flour (Isaiah 28:25)
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2. Adam and Eve blew it 
by not following God’s 
directions. Because we are 
related to the world’s first 
people, we sometimes make 
wrong choices, just like them. 
Thankfully, God lovingly leads 
us to change our actions or 
“put a wrong right.” Read 
Jeremiah 10:24. Think of 
creative ways to help everyone 
keep your family rules—and 
cut down on the need for 
correction. Do something 
special as a family if you work 
together to keep a rule. For 
example, if your hardest rule 
was kept all week, make ice 
cream sundaes together. 

1. Rally everyone in your family 
to read this lesson together. “You 
did okay, but next time try this 
. . . .” “Your actions caused . . . 
.” It doesn’t feel so great to be 
corrected or told you messed up. 
Yet that’s not the end of the story 
when someone lovingly guides 
you toward what is best.

3. Like Jeremiah, what would 
it look like to actually ask for 
corrective input from others? 
How can you as a family help 
each other with kind, loving 
correction?

    faith
forward

Read more this week about disobedience and God’s loving correction:

a Genesis 3:1-7      a Genesis 3:8-24      a Romans 5:18-21

4. Think or write about something you’ve done wrong recently. 
Who might need your apology? Ask God to help you find the 
courage to do that.

in touch with God

  key verse 
Discipline me, Lord, but only in 
due measure—not in your anger, 
or you will reduce me to nothing. 
 Jeremiah 10:24
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Pause a minute

Play it out

Take a look back

Record your thoughts
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