
September  28

Jesus Is the King

“Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!” (Luke 19:38).

Scripture: Luke 19:28, 36-40
Song: “All Hail King Jesus”

Mark Twain’s The Prince and the Pauper tells the story of two 
boys who could pass for identical twins. However, one is a poor 
boy from a London slum; the other is a royal prince. They meet 
and discover their similarities—even being born on the same day. 
The boys decide to switch places for a while, because they want to 
experience how the other one lives. At � rst the prince enjoys his 
freedom from having to dress up all the time. But he � nds it dif� cult 
to live without being treated as someone special.

In some ways, Jesus’ life here on earth was similar to Twain’s 
prince. Jesus gave up His royal life as Lord of the universe to live a 
human life, with all its good and bad. Jesus experienced � rsthand 
how regular people live and interact with each other. He endured 
everything it meant to be human, while still being God.

Those who didn’t believe that Jesus was really the long-awaited 
Messiah hated Him. They saw Him as a blasphemer who equated 
himself with God. Palm Sunday was God’s presentation of Jesus as 
the real King—the one for whom they had been waiting. May we 
too worship and proclaim Him as the Savior that God promised.

Father, thank You for sending Jesus to give us the opportunity to know You. Jesus is 
indeed the Lord and King. In Jesus’ name, amen.

September  27

Singing About Our Great God

For the LORD is the great God, the great King above all 
gods (Psalm 95:3).

Scripture: Psalm 95
Song: “Great Is the Lord” 

I used to sing in a women’s ensemble at local nursing homes. 
It was a joy to share songs about God with residents. Many of the 
residents sang along. There were also several who listened with a 
frown or a look of disinterest. Perhaps they had not yet taken our 
songs’ messages to heart.

When a person does not know God, he does not understand 
why Christians sing about Him. Perhaps the person has heard some 
familiar songs, but doesn’t believe they have anything to do with 
him. Or he may have turned away from God when troubles came. 
Songs may bring back bad memories.

But songs exalting our great God can pierce through the wall of 
sorrow or unbelief. They may touch the hardened heart in a way 
that preaching cannot do. Often people respond in a powerful way 
when they hear God’s message of love through a song. Whether a 
person can sing like a professional or barely carry a tune, God can 
use that song honoring Him to open a person’s heart to the gospel 
message.

Father, thank You for the gift of music. Please use my songs about Your love and 
greatness to reach those who don’t yet know You. In Jesus’ name, amen.

September 27–October 3. Judy Carlsen is a retired administrative assistant in Arizona. She loves 
to read, take photographs, decorate her home, and visit museums and botanical gardens. She also 
upholds missionaries in prayer.
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September  30

Ready to Sing

Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth, burst into jubilant 
song with music (Psalm 98:4).

Scripture: Psalm 98
Song: “Joy to the World”

Young Isaac Watts complained that his church’s hymns were 
heartless and dull. His father challenged him to write something 
better. When Isaac did, the congregation responded with enthu-
siasm. In fact, he ended up writing a new hymn for each Sunday 
of the next two years, and over 600 hymns in his lifetime. “Joy to 
the World,” based on Psalm 98:4 and other passages, is one of his 
better-known hymns. It helps people do exactly what Psalm 98:4 
leads people into.

When the Israelites were following God, their worship at the 
temple was exuberant. Their joy and praise were evident. Watts 
would have approved! Psalm 98 was likely written to praise God 
for His “salvation” (98:1-3) in a victory over a national enemy. But 
this was not the only way in which the Israelites experienced God’s 
powerful work in their individual and corporate lives.

God has always been at work for the good of His people—and 
He still is. His mercies never stop (Lamentations 3:22). We are in-
vited to receive His salvation by faith and continue watching for His 
acts of grace and mercy in our lives. With all the goodness avail-
able from God’s hand, we do well to keep Psalm 98 on our lips so 
we are ready to join with all creation in praise and worship to our 
powerful God.

Father, thank You for all Your work in my life. I sing and shout out my joy for Your 
salvation. In Jesus’ name, amen.

September  29

Believing Without Seeing

Though you have not seen [Jesus Christ], you love him; 
and even though you do not see him now, you believe in 
him and are � lled with an inexpressible and glorious joy 
(1 Peter 1:8).

Scripture: 1 Peter 1:3-9
Song: “My Hope Is in the Lord”

President Abraham Lincoln appointed General Ulysses S. Grant 
as leader of the Union Army during the Civil War. Grant was the 
right man for the job. A quiet man, Grant was a gifted strategist. 
He boldly led the army to win the war. Grant became famous and a 
popular leader. Most soldiers knew about him but never saw him. 
Yet they devotedly followed his leadership.

In a much more important way, Jesus Christ is our leader. Those 
who lived while Jesus was on earth saw the human Jesus. But no 
one has ever seen Jesus in His fullness as the glori� ed Son of God in 
Heaven. We cannot see Him, but we believe in Him and trust Him 
as our Savior and Lord. And we love Him because of who He is and 
in response to His mercy and grace in our lives.

Only those who love Jesus can be truly joyful. This is not a � uc-
tuating happiness from the ups and downs of life. Joy is a wellspring 
within us that rests on His faithful love for us. Jesus keeps His prom-
ise of providing a new life of ful� llment for those who accept Him, 
and that culminates in eternal life with Him.

Father, thank You for this joy only You can give! Help us to realize how much You 
love us, so we can love You more. In Jesus’ name, amen.
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God’s Protection 

Come and see what God has done, his awesome deeds for 
mankind! (Psalm 66:5).

Scripture: Psalm 66:1-7
Song: “O Worship the King” 

A Confederate soldier on guard duty one moonlit night had a 
Union soldier clearly in his sight and was about to shoot, when 
the Union soldier started singing aloud the hymn “Savior, Like a 
Shepherd Lead Us.” The Confederate soldier lowered his gun and 
listened. Years later, that Confederate soldier heard someone sing 
that same song the same way and asked the singer whether he had 
ever done night guard duty near Sharpsburg, Maryland, in 1862. 
Yes, it was the same man—Ira Sankey. Sankey became certain that 
God had protected him for a purpose and he later wrote, sang, and 
played gospel songs over the course of 30 years on D. L. Moody’s 
evangelistic tours.

God has been, and still is, at work among people through His 
awesome deeds. We only need to stop, look, and listen. God can 
work through a song, a sermon, miracles that separate the waters 
of a sea (Exodus 14), as well as through a shepherd who leads us 
and saves us by dying on a cross for our sins. Our part is to put 
down our weapons of doubt and rejection of the Almighty so we 
can come and see how God is showing us His glory, with the result 
that we will bow down before Him. Where can you look and listen 
for God today?

Father, Your works are awesome! Help us to see and understand them and how 
they wonderfully affect us. We praise You for Your love to us every day. In Jesus’ 
name, amen.

October  2

Our Sacrifi ce of Praise

Through Jesus, therefore, let us continually offer to God 
a sacri� ce of praise—the fruit of lips that openly profess his 
name (Hebrews 13:15).

Scripture: Hebrews 13:12-16
Song: “We Bring the Sacri� ce of Praise”

The young man’s goal was to make money. His parents worked 
hard but could not afford extras. He wanted more, so he worked 
his way through college and after graduation started a marketing 
job. Sacri� cing everything else, he worked up the corporate ladder 
to become a vice president at age 30. He had a job title and lots of 
stuff, but his life still seemed empty.

Years before, he had made a decision to follow Christ—and at 
that time he did. His life was a sacri� ce of praise. But he let that 
relationship fall by the wayside in favor of all the other pursuits. 

Jesus has always been present, and still is, wanting all who are 
not surrendered to Him to come freely to give the sacri� ce of their 
lives to Him. Jesus gave himself as the ultimate blood sacri� ce re-
quired for our sins. Jesus willingly paid our insurmountable debt. 
Because of Jesus’ perfect payment, God no longer requires a blood 
sacri� ce. Instead, He desires our sacri� ce of praise by honoring Him 
with the right attitude and action. God wants us to praise Him for 
His awesome grace that none of us deserves. He is always ready for 
us to return to Him with surrendered, sacri� cial lives.

Father, please help us live our lives with the right perspective and action. Help us to 
honor You with our praise. You alone are worthy of all praise! In Jesus’ name, amen.

October  1
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No Statute of Limitations

I said to myself, “God will bring into judgment both the 
righteous and the wicked, for there will be a time for every 
activity, a time to judge every deed” (Ecclesiastes 3:17).

Scripture: Ecclesiastes 3:16-22
Song: “Christ Our Hope in Life and Death”

In the civil law system, each state has statutes of limitations for 
initiating legal proceedings. For example, in some states a person 
has only one year to sue for libel. A person has two years to � le a 
claim about personal injury. If you wait until the statute of limita-
tions has passed, even by one day, time is up and you will not be 
able to � le your claim.

However, there is no statute of limitations on God’s justice. Even 
our physical death does not prevent His judgment. The author of 
Ecclesiastes notes that humans are like animals in that we experi-
ence physical death (Ecclesiastes 3:18). However, God is not bound 
by earthly time in regard to justice. This is a good thing for the 
righteous.

If people have acted wickedly against you, God has noticed. We 
may not know all about when and how God will judge, but we can 
trust that God will be just to the righteous and the wicked.

Father, thank You for Your justice, which is not bound by time. Thank You for noticing 
those who have worked against Your purposes. I trust in You for justice. In Jesus’ 
name, amen.

October 4–10. Rachel Schmoyer is a pastor’s wife and mother of four. She lives in Whitehall, 
Pennsylvania, and enjoys restoring her 1880s Victorian home.

October  4

God’s Love Endures

The LORD is good and his love endures forever; his faithful-
ness continues through all generations (Psalm 100:5).

Scripture: Psalm 100
Song: “Give Thanks to the Lord, for He Is Good” 

We are not all healthy or whole. We suffer from bad joints, 
tumors, heart issues, cancer, and mental health problems. We ex-
perience the death of loved ones, broken marriages, wayward chil-
dren, and friends who betray us.

Some ask where God is in it all. Many become so depressed, 
they do not think they can live another day. Every day seems like a 
chore because they feel so alone and helpless. They wonder if God 
has abandoned them.

No, God has not left us. He has not caused us to drift along in 
life without Him. God tells us in His Word that He loves us al-
ways—every day. God is always faithful. He keeps His promises to 
be with us, because of His incredible love for us. And it is great to 
know that He doesn’t just care about us while standing back and 
wringing His hands. He has the power to work in our lives, for His 
divine purpose. He can choose to heal us, but perhaps He has a bet-
ter reason for allowing us to suffer. He knows that the trials of our 
lives help us to mature in Him. We learn to depend on Him rather 
than on ourselves.

Father, we cannot live without Your faithful love. We are weak, but You are strong. 
Help us to depend on You always for every need. In Jesus’ name, amen.

October  3
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