
8

Lesson 8 65

a The Call to Rebuild 
(1:1-15)

“Go up into the mountains and 
bring down timber and build my 
house, so that I may take pleasure 
in it and be honored,” says the 
Lord. 
 —Haggai 1:8

In contrast to the prophet Obadiah, 
Haggai told us exactly when he deliv-
ered his messages. The first one came 
“in the second year of King Darius, 
on the first day of the sixth month” 

(vs. 1). That would have been August 
29, 520 b.c. Darius, the king of Persia, 
supported the rebuilding of the tem-
ple, the major theme of Haggai (see 
also Ezra 6:1-15).

Haggai addressed his first mes-
sage to Zerubbabel and Joshua, the 
leaders of the Jews in Jerusalem. 
Zerubbabel, who led the first group 
of captives back from Babylon 
(see Ezra 2:2), was the governor of 
Judah, having been appointed to 
that position by the Persian King 
Cyrus (who preceded Darius). 
Zerubbabel was in the line of David 
and might have been king had the 
monarchy survived. Joshua, like his 

Rebuilding 
the Temple

Haggai

The Lord
Almighty

The phrase “Lord Almighty” occurs 91 times in the books of 

Haggai (14), Zechariah (53), and Malachi (24). 

When David moved the ark to Jerusalem, “he blessed the peo-

ple in the name of the Lord Almighty” (II Sam. 6:18). After that, 

there appears to be a link between the title and the City of David 

(Ps. 48:8). The term “Almighty” can refer to the Lord as the leader 

of heavenly armies (I Sam. 17:45).
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life and neglect the things of God. 

Ask Yourself . . . What easily absorbs 
me? Has focusing on this thing ever 
hurt my relationship with God? 

The Lord further requested that 
the people carefully consider their 
situation (vss. 5, 7) so they could 
recognize His discipline in their 
failed efforts to meet their basic 
needs. (The admonition to “give 
careful thought” is repeated several 
times in Haggai.) They expected 
good harvests, to be full and warm, 
and for their wages to meet all their 
expenses—but they were experienc-
ing just the opposite (vs. 6).

Haggai encouraged them to show 
their obedience by gathering wood 
for the temple (vs. 8). Getting started 
is often the most difficult part of 
a project. The Lord asked them to 
begin with the simple task of gather-
ing wood. That would show their 
intention to obey and get them start-
ed on rebuilding the temple.

The temple of Solomon had been 
built with cedars from Lebanon. But 
with the limited resources of the 
people, the trees around Jerusalem 
would provide the needed lumber. 
The Lord’s interest in this shows 
that the issue was not simply one 
of a building, but being obedient, 
pleasing God, and giving Him the 
place He deserved in their hearts.

In verse 9, God directly connected 
the poor harvests with the Jews’ 
neglect of the temple. Though the 
people worked hard and expected 
bumper crops, there was little 
reward for their work. And what 
they did bring home, God “blew 

father, Jehozadak, before the time 
of the captivity, was the high priest 
at this time. As high priest, Joshua 
appeared in one of Zechariah’s 
visions (see Zech. 3:1-10).

The prophet began his message 
by stating, “This is what the Lord 
Almighty says” (Hag. 1:2). He did 
not want anyone to mistake his 
words; they came with the full 
authority of God Himself. 

Shortly after the Jews returned to 
Jerusalem in 536 b.c., they laid the 
foundation for the new temple. This 
was a time of great celebration. But 
opposition brought discouragement 
and caused them to stop rebuilding 
(see Ezra 4:1-24). For 16 years the 
people of Judah ignored the work on 
the temple, making excuses such as 
the one in Haggai 1:2 (“The time has 
not yet come to rebuild the Lord’s 
house”). Some believed that the 70 
years of captivity were not yet up 
(see Jer. 25:11, 12; 29:10). Though 
they claimed to be waiting for a  
better time to proceed, the real 
problem was the people’s lack of 
concern.

In response to their excuses, the 
Lord asked, “Is it a time for you 
yourselves to be living in your 
paneled houses, while this house 
remains a ruin?” (vss. 3, 4). Since 
being back in the land, the Jews had 
worked hard at making their own 
homes attractive, but had neglected 
the Lord’s house. Their “paneled” 
houses might have been homes 
covered with cedar paneling or pos-
sibly a protective plastering. Like 
some believers today, they found 
it easy to get absorbed in everyday 
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days were spent planning and gath-
ering materials. The sixth month 
was also the time when summer 
crops were harvested, so time may 
have been needed to complete the 
harvest. Regardless of the reason for 
the delay, their newfound fear for 
the Lord and obedience were genu-
ine and pleasing to God.

The Promise of 
Glory (2:1-9)

“The glory of this present house 
will be greater than the glory of 
the former house,” says the Lord 
Almighty. “And in this place I will 
grant peace,” declares the Lord 
Almighty. —Haggai 2:9

Almost two months passed 
between the first and second mes-
sages of Haggai; apparently the 
work had been going on for about 
four weeks (vs. 1). The people now 
needed encouragement to guard 
against despair. 

The second sermon, addressed 
to the general population as well as 
to Zerubbabel and Joshua, begins 
with this question: “Who of you is 
left who saw this house in its former 
glory?” (vss. 2, 3). Sixty-six years 
earlier, the Babylonians had des-
troyed Solomon’s temple and all its 
splendor. Some may have been old 
enough to remember it, while many 
others had undoubtedly heard sto-
ries of the magnificence of the earlier 
temple. If Haggai was in his seven-

away.” This may be a reference to 
windstorms or possibly to the small 
size of the grain, which caused it to 
be blown away with the chaff.

Poverty came upon the people 
because they neglected the Lord in 
the midst of striving to provide for 
themselves. In Matthew 6:33 Jesus 
said, “Seek first [God’s] kingdom 
and his righteousness, and all these 
things will be given to you as well.” 
Our obligation is to give the Lord 
first place in our hearts; in turn, He 
will meet our needs for eternity.

During the dry summers, farmers 
in Judah relied on dew to water their 
crops. The air, full of moisture from 
the Mediterranean Sea, condensed 
during the cool nights and usu-
ally provided enough water for the 
crops. But God kept back the dew, 
which in turn brought famine and 
the failure of their three basic crops: 
grain, wine, and oil (Hag. 1:10, 11). 
The people should have realized 
that the drought was a sign of God’s 
displeasure with them.

Zerubbabel, Joshua, and the 
people recognized that God’s hand 
was upon the prophet and they 
obeyed “the voice of the Lord” (vs. 
12). Their warm reaction brought 
a note of encouragement from the 
Lord Himself. His simple statement, 
“I am with you,” assured the Jews of 
His presence, help, and protection 
(vs. 13).

Verses 14 and 15 state that the 
work began “on the twenty-fourth 
day of the sixth month,” twenty-
three days after Haggai’s message. 
Why was there a delay? Some inter-
preters believe that the intervening 

b
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Comparisons are still an endless 
source of despair for some Chris-
tians. What we must remember, 
however, is that God rewards our 
faithfulness, not the size of our 
accomplishments (see I Cor. 4:1, 2).

Ask Yourself . . . How has God multi-
plied what I have offered to Him? 

The Lord also reminded the 
people of His covenant with them 
at Mount Sinai (Hag. 2:5). The exile 
did not cancel the covenant; He was 
with them now just as He had been 
in the past. His Spirit remained with 
them and would calm their fears 
and enable them to persevere in 
building the temple.

Verse 6 is the only verse in Haggai 
quoted in the New Testament, and 
it is used in reference to the second 
coming of Christ (see Heb. 12:26, 
27). God’s voice shook the earth at 
Mount Sinai and once again would 
“shake the heavens and the earth.” 

The phrase “desired by all 
nations” (Hag. 2:7) has been inter-

ties during this time, he himself 
would have been an eyewitness to 
the destruction of Solomon’s temple. 

Earlier, when the foundation 
of this temple was originally laid, 
many of the older priests and Lev-
ites had wept as they thought about 
the earlier temple (see Ezra 3:11-13). 
The builders in Haggai’s day could 
not help making that same compari-
son, yet with their limited resources 
they could not match the wealth that 
Solomon had poured into the tem-
ple. The Lord spoke what the people 
were thinking so He could put an 
end to the discouraging sentiment. 

God encouraged the builders to 
“be strong . . . and work,” and again 
assured the people that He was with 
them (Hag. 2:4). The same Lord 
who was with Solomon would also 
give them guidance and strength. In 
God’s eyes, their limited resources 
did not make them any less deserv-
ing of His presence and glory. What 
mattered was their obedience and 
determination to finish the task.

Solomon’s and Zerubbabel’s temples. 
Those who remembered the first 
temple wept at the comparison 

when they saw the finished 
second temple. Solomon’s 

temple was more 
ornate and striking in 

appearance.

SOLOMON’S 
TEMPLE
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Although this temple was remod-
eled under Herod the Great, the 
temple visited by Christ during His 
earthly ministry was still considered 
the second temple. That visit would 
add a glory to Zerubbabel’s temple 
far exceeding that of Solomon’s 
temple. God had returned to His 
house by sending His Son. 

God’s second promise was “in 
this place I will grant peace.” The 
temple under construction would 
be the place where Christ and His 
apostles would preach peace. The 
“peace” probably is the spiritual 
peace given to believers now (see 
Col. 1:20), though some believe that 
it also refers to ultimate world peace 
in the future (see Isa. 9:6, 7).

Some Christians wonder how 
God could use their limited talents 
and resources. But as we see in Hag-
gai, God is able to add to what we 
offer in ways we cannot imagine. 
We may not even see the result of 
what He does with what we give 
Him, but we can be confident that 
He will use our efforts and reward 

our service.

preted in many ways. Some believe 
it refers to treasures the Gentile 
nations would bring to adorn the 
temple. The view of Jewish tradition 
and of the majority of early Chris-
tian thought is that this refers to 
the Messiah. Many still believe this 
refers to Christ and to the glory to be 
displayed at His second coming.

In response to the poverty felt by 
the people, the Lord declared, “The 
silver is mine and the gold is mine” 
(vs. 8). All the wealth belonged 
to God and He was ultimately in 
control of it. In Ezra 6:8-12 we read 
of King Darius’s order that Zerub-
babel’s temple be paid for from the 
royal treasuries. The taxes, even of 
the nation’s opponents, were used to 
cover the cost of the second temple. 
Later, Herod the Great also poured a 
great deal of wealth into this temple.

The Lord concluded His mes-
sage of encouragement by promis-
ing that the “glory of the present 
house will be greater than the 
glory of the former house” (Hag. 
2:9). How could the temple under 
construction be more glorious than 
Solomon’s magnificent temple in 
which God’s glory rested?

ZERUBBABEL’S 
TEMPLE
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The people thought the land and 
sacrifices would make them holy. 
But the Lord said, “Whatever they 
do and whatever they offer there is 
defiled” (Hag. 2:14). Like the holy 
garment, the Holy Land and sacri-
fices did not make the people holy 
by contact.

 But like ceremonial uncleanness, 
their defilement was communicated 
to the sacrifices they offered. Their 
sinful disobedience made their offer-
ings unacceptable.

Apart from Christ, the best of 
human intentions and actions are 
still stained in God’s sight. The 
author of Hebrews said that “with-
out faith it is impossible to please 
God” (Heb. 11:6). Our actions do not 
make us right before God. Only by 
being in Christ can we offer accept-
able worship and service for God 
(see Rom. 12:1, 2). Our works can be 
holy only if they result from a right 
relationship with the Lord.

Ask Yourself . . . What comes first in 
my life—good works or my relationship 
with Christ? 

Once again Haggai called upon 
the people to “give careful thought” 
(Hag. 2:15). This day was to be like a 
stake in the ground. As they looked 
before this day, they would see the 
poverty of their disobedience. As 
they looked beyond this day, they 
would see God’s blessing upon their 
work. This was especially good 
news coming right after they had 
planted the winter crops.

As in his first message, the 
prophet again connected the 
poor harvests of the past with the 

Blessing for a 
Defiled People 
(2:10-19)

From this day on, . . . give careful 
thought to the day when the foun-
dation of the Lord’s temple was 
laid. . . . “From this day on I will 
bless you.” —Haggai 2:18, 19

Haggai’s third message came two 
months after the second one, in the 
ninth month of the year (vs. 10). The 
winter crops had been planted and 
God used that time to remind them 
of their past poverty and promise 
them future blessings as a result of 
their obedience. 

The prophet began by asking the 
priests a question concerning the 
law. Consecrated meat, carried in 
the fold of a garment made a gar-
ment holy (see Lev. 6:27). But if 
that garment in turn touched some 
bread, would the bread become holy 
(Hag. 2:11, 12a)? The reply of the 
priests was “No” (vs. 12b). The con-
secrated clothing could not pass its 
holiness on to a third object.

Next, Haggai asked if ceremonial 
uncleanness could be passed on by 
someone who had become defiled 
(vs. 13). 

This time the priests answered, 
“Yes.” Someone unclean because of 
touching a dead body would pass 
on that uncleanness to everything 
and everyone he or she touched (see 
Num. 19:11-13). Although holiness 
was not communicated by contact, 
uncleanness was.

c
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still the people did not repent (vs. 
17). But while He had shown His 
displeasure in the past with their 
sinfulness, He would bless them in 
the future because of their obedi-
ence.

The added emphasis for the 
people to “give careful thought” 
showed the certainty of the blessing 
ahead for the people (vs. 18). While 
their barns were empty at the begin-
ning of building the temple, they 
had God’s word that He would bless 
them from that day forward (vs. 19).

The Lord’s Signet 
Ring (2:20-23)

“On that day,” declares the Lord 
Almighty, “I will take you, my ser-
vant Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel,” 
declares the Lord, “and I will make 
you like my signet ring, for I have 
chosen you,” declares the Lord 
Almighty. —Haggai 2:23

The last message delivered by 
Haggai came the same day as the 
third message, but was directed per-
sonally to Zerubbabel (vss. 20, 21). 
The Lord again told the governor 
that He would “shake the heavens 
and the earth” (see also vss. 6, 7).

Some assign this shaking of the 
nations to a revolt against the Per-
sian Empire that was put down 
during the time of Darius. Other 
interpreters, however, regard this 
passage as prophetic of the end 
times when the Messiah returns.

people’s disobedience. The grain 
harvest was 50 percent of what they 
expected, and the grape harvest 
was even worse (vs. 16). The poor 
yields were no accident; they were 
God’s way of telling the people that 
something was wrong. 

The Lord had sent “blight, mil-
dew and hail” upon the crops, and 

Which 
Foundation?

Some have suggested that 

the reference to the temple’s 

foundation being laid (Hag. 

2:18) contradicts Ezra 3:10-

13 because Ezra describes 

the laying of the foundation 

sixteen years earlier. 

But the Hebrew word in 

Haggai 2:18 is not the equiv-

alent of the English “laying 

the foundation.” It is used 

in II Chronicles 31:6 of pil-

ing offerings “in heaps.” The 

sense in Haggai 2:18 is the 

same as that in 2:15, that of 

piling one brick upon anoth-

er, and is not restricted to the 

laying of a foundation.

d
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looking forward to the Messiah who 
would come through Zerubbabel 
(see Matt. 1:12). This is further sup-
ported by the Lord’s designation of 
Zerubbabel as “my servant” (Hag. 
2:23). In the Book of Isaiah, the Lord 
repeatedly referred to the Messiah 
by that title (see Isa. 41:8; 52:13; 
53:11). The messianic view of this 
verse is supported by many Jewish 
commentators.

The Lord also said He would 
make Zerubbabel His “signet ring” 
(Hag. 2:23). A signet ring contained 
an official seal that served as a sig-
nature carrying the full authority of 
the owner of the signet ring. When 
Pharaoh appointed Joseph the gov-
ernor of the land, he gave his signet 
ring to him as a symbol of his new 
office (see Gen. 41:42). The royal 
signet ring gave the bearer the full 
authority of the ruler. This act was 
symbolic of God’s reestablishing 
the messianic line after the exile in 
Babylon.

Verse 22 describes this shaking as 
an overwhelming defeat of “foreign 
kingdoms” and their armies. The 
word for “throne” is singular, which 
has led some to suggest a reference 
to Satan’s rule of the nations. Cer-
tainly when Christ returns, Satan’s 
hold on the world will be broken 
and replaced by the rule of God.

All of Scripture looks forward 
to a day when all wickedness will 
be judged and righteousness will 
be exalted. Satan will be ultimately 
defeated and believers will spend 
eternity with their Lord safe from 
the terrors of their archenemy. No 
matter how bleak things may look in 
this world, we can rest assured that 
God is working to make things right 
and will someday judge the world.

Ask Yourself . . . How have I seen God 
redeem what once seemed bleak? 

The chariots and cavalry were the 
main strength of the armies of that 
day. The confusion caused by God’s 
judgment on these forces would lead 
to infighting within the armies. Such 
mutual destruction is also what God 
caused to happen in the Midianite 
army when Gideon and his 300 men 
attacked (see Judg. 7:22-24).

In the midst of this outpouring 
of judgment on the nations, God 
appointed Zerubbabel for a special 
mission of high honor (Hag. 2:23). 
As the grandson of King Jehoiachin 
(see I Chron. 3:17-19), Zerubbabel 
did have a claim to the throne of 
Israel. But with the Persian domina-
tion of Judah during that time, he 
could not assume the monarchy.

It is more likely that Haggai was 

An ancient signet, used to make 
authoritative, binding impressions 
in clay or wax. The Lord described 
Zerubbabel as His “signet ring” 
(Hag. 2:23).
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