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Lesson 11 87

a Jesus Prays for  
God’s Glory (17:1-5)

“Father, the hour has come. Glorify 
your Son, that your Son may glo-
rify you.” —John 17:1b

After Jesus delivered His final 
discourse to His disciples before 
His arrest, He lifted His eyes 
toward heaven and prayed aloud 
to His Father. This is Jesus’ longest 
recorded prayer. In it He prayed for 
Himself, the disciples who were 
with Him, and everyone who 
would come to believe in Him. 
Indeed, Jesus prayed for all of 
us as He was about to take our 
place on the Cross. 

Jesus began the prayer by not-
ing that “the hour has come” (vs. 
1). Jesus was aware that He was 
about to die on the cross and He 

knew the cross would be the con-
summation of His earthly ministry. 
Ironically, the Cross meant some-
thing considerably different to Jesus 
than it did to the people of His day. 
From their perspective the cross was 
a symbol of shame, but to Jesus it 
meant glory. The time had come for 
His heavenly Father to glorify His 
Son as Jesus glorified Him on the 

Cross. 
Sometimes waiting 

for the Lord’s perfect 
timing can be dif-

ficult, especially 
when circum-
stances seem dire. 
Even so, God’s 
timing is always 
on the mark. 

Ask Yourself 
. . . How have I 
seen God’s perfect 

timing demonstrated 
in my life?

The religious 
powers in Jerusalem 
thought they had 
authority over Jesus. 
His humil iating 
death on the cross 

would apparently 

The Prayer  
of the Son

John 17

According to Jewish custom dur-
ing Jesus’ day, lifting one’s eyes 
toward heaven during prayer was 
an acceptable posture. Jesus Him-
self used this posture on occasion 
(Matt. 14:19; John 17:1).
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be proof of their supremacy. In 
truth, however, God had given Jesus 
authority over all humanity. His gift 
of eternal life to believers exempli-
fied that authority. Though Jesus 
seemed to hang helplessly on the 
cross, through this act He was able 
to grant eternal life to those whom 
the Father had given to Him (vs. 2).

In Jesus’ prayer, the Savior 
defined eternal life. Eternal life was 
not merely immortality, but also a 
personal relationship with God the 
Father based on knowing Him as 
the one true God. Furthermore, we 
can know God only through Jesus 
Christ, whom the Father had sent 
to reveal Himself (vs. 3). Eternal life 
is a growing relationship with God 
that begins, not just when the believ-
er dies, but at the moment of his or 
her conversion. 

Jesus’ next statement assumed 
that He would complete His 
redemptive work on the Cross. In 
His mind, Jesus’ decision to go to 
the Cross was irrevocable. Though 
He had the choice not to place His 
life in the hands of His enemies, 
Jesus was firm in His resolve to fin-
ish the task His Father had assigned 
Him. Jesus always performed His 
duties on earth with the intent of 
glorifying His Father in heaven. 
Even now as Jesus prayed in the 
shadow of the Cross, He was con-
fident that the completion of His 
work on earth would bring honor 
to His Father (vs. 4). In the same 
way, we should commit ourselves to 
completing the tasks God has given 
us to do, no matter how difficult or 
intense the opposition. 

In the Fullness 
of 

TIME
Jesus began his prayer in 

John 17 by noting that His 

time had come. Previously 

John had specifically noted 

several times that Jesus’ 

time had not yet come. 

At the beginning of Jesus’ 

public ministry, Jesus told 

His mother that His hour 

had not yet come when she 

informed Him that the wine 

was gone at the wedding 

in Cana (2:4). After Jesus’ 

brothers urged Him to per-

form His miracles in Judea, 

Jesus said His time had not 

yet come (7:6, 8). When 

Jesus’ enemies failed to 

seize Him, John mentioned 

that Jesus’ hour had not yet 

come (7:30; 8:20). Now 

hours before His crucifixion, 

the time had finally come 

for Jesus to be glorified.
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had taken them from the world 
and given them to His Son. Jesus 
praised them for having kept God’s 
Word. Despite their impending but 
brief lapse into questioning, they 
had been and would be obedient to 
God’s revealed truth (vs. 6).

Not only Jesus’ disciples but also 
everything that belonged to Jesus 
came from the Father. His disciples 
had finally understood that all they 
knew of Jesus had God as its source. 
Their comprehension was based 
on their receiving and believing 
the message Jesus had imparted to 
them. Though their understanding 
was not yet complete, they were 
convinced that Jesus had come from 
heaven and that God had sent Him 
to earth to proclaim the words of 
His Father. 

Jesus understood that His dis-
ciples had much more to learn 
and that their faith needed to be 
strengthened, but He knew that He 
could count on their devotion. His 
Father had given them to Him and 
they truly believed in Him  
(vss. 7, 8).

Jesus made it clear that He was 
praying for His eleven friends and 
not for the world (vs. 9). This did 
not imply a lack of concern for the 
world or other people. He wanted 
these men to know His specific con-
cern for them, they who would be 
the first to take the gospel into the 
world. These disciples belonged to 
God, and God had specifically given 
them to Jesus. As God had released 
them into His Son’s care, now Jesus 
was giving them back into His 
Father’s care.

Jesus then asked His Father 
to glorify Him. He asked for the 
same glory He had enjoyed with 
the Father before the creation of 
the world, and He asked that it 
be done in His Father’s presence 
(vs. 5). Jesus’ petition reveals two 
significant attributes of His deity. 
First, He is not a created being, but 
has always existed. And second, 
He is equal with God the Father in 
that both share the same glory. In 
essence, Jesus was saying what He 
had publicly acknowledged before: 
“I and the Father are one” (10:30). 
We can see the answer to Jesus’ 
prayer in the glory that is ascribed to 
the Son of God in the Book of Rev-
elation (see Rev. 1:12-16).

Jesus Prays for the 
Apostles (17:6-12)

“Holy Father, protect them by the 
power of your name, the name you 
gave me, so that they may be one as 
we are one.” —John 17:11b

As the eleven apostles listened to 
Jesus’ prayer, Jesus spoke extensive-
ly on their behalf. He knew that they 
were about to face the worst crisis in 
their lives. His death and their aban-
donment would rock their frail faith. 
So Jesus reserved the major portion 
of this prayer to committing them 
into the hands of His Father.

Even before Jesus had revealed 
the Father to His disciples, they 
had belonged to God. In fact, God 

b
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Jesus’ reference to God as “Holy 
Father” is striking because a similar 
reference is not recorded anywhere 
else in the Gospels. Evidently Jesus 
was focused on God’s righteousness 
when He asked His Father to use 

Though any of us can say that all 
that we have is God’s, Jesus also 
said that all that is God’s is His. All 
that belongs to the Father belongs to 
Jesus, because Jesus is God’s Son. A 
mere mortal could not legitimately 
make such a claim, so Jesus was 
making a clear declaration here of 
His equality with God (vs. 10a). 

Furthermore, the disciples heard 
Jesus express His confidence in them 
by stating that glory had come to 
Him through them (vs. 10b). They 
may have felt insecure about what 
they had accomplished for Christ. 
They may have even thought that 
Jesus was annoyed with their inabil-
ity to grasp His teachings. Now, 
however, they knew that their Mas-
ter was pleased with them because 
they had brought and would bring 
glory to Him. 

In a similar way, if growing in 
Christ and living a life of obedience, 
we can be sure that Jesus is also 
pleased with us. 

Jesus indicated once more that He 
was not going to be with His dis-
ciples much longer, but that He was 
returning to His Father in heaven. 
For a short period of time they 
would be left alone in the world. 
Without Him they would need 
protection from those things that 
could cause disunity among them. 
They would also need protection 
from their human and supernatural 
enemies who would vigorously and 
violently attempt to oppose their 
efforts to declare the good news of 
Jesus Christ. So Jesus petitioned His 
Father to guard them by the power 
of His name (vs. 11).

There’s 

in a Name

In Bible times, a name sig-
nified a person’s character. 
Changing someone’s name 
meant a change in character. 
For example, God changed 
Abram’s name to Abraham, 
which means “father of a mul-
titude.” Later, God changed 
Jacob’s name to Israel, which 
means “having power with 
God.” Jesus even changed 
Simon’s name to Peter, which 
means “rock.” 

As for Jesus, His name 
means “Savior,” a name 
attributed to God several 
times in the Old Testament 
(Deut. 32:15; II Sam. 22:3, 
47; I Chron. 16:35; Ps. 18:46; 
Isa. 17:10; Hos. 13:4; Mic. 
7:7; Hab. 3:18). Having God’s 
holy name gave Jesus the 
authority and power to act in 
His Father’s behalf.

POWER
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treachery. Jesus was probably think-
ing of Psalm 41:9 when he noted 
his betrayal: “Even my close friend, 
someone I trusted, one who shared 
my bread, has turned against me” 
(see also Ps. 109:6-8). The fulfillment 
of scriptural prophecy does not 
mean that God forced Judas to turn 
Jesus over to His enemies. Judas 
decided to do evil on his own. But 
God used Judas’s evil decision to 
fulfill His greater plan.

Jesus Prays for Joy 
(17:13-19)

“I am coming to you now, but I 
say these things while I am still in 
the world, so that they may have 
the full measure of my joy within 
them.” —John 17:13

Jesus continued to pray aloud in 
the presence of His eleven friends 
so that they might be filled with His 
joy. In the little time left before He 
returned to the Father, He wanted 
to encourage them with His words, 
which would always be a source of 
happiness for them (vs. 13).

 It was important for Jesus to give 
His disciples His joy because they 
would bear the brunt of the world’s 
displeasure. Because Jesus had also 
given them God’s Word—that is, 
His full revelatory message—the 
world hated them (vs. 14). 

 The world demands conformity. 
When we who follow Christ refuse 
to comply, we become the target of 

His power to protect His disciples. 
Indeed, no form of evil can stand 
in the presence of God’s righteous 
character. 

Jesus, however, was not implying 
that God’s name is a magic formula 
that people can use to wield super-
natural power. Rather, God’s name 
reveals the nature of God, whose 
omnipotence is manifested in His 
character. God’s name and its power 
has been transmitted to Jesus. Jesus 
wished for His disciples the same 
unity that He had with His Father. 
The primary purpose of God’s 
protection was the preservation of 
unity.  

Ask Yourself . . . How unified am I 
with my brothers and sisters in Christ?

While Jesus was with His disci-
ples, He preserved them as a unified 
band and guarded them from exter-
nal attacks. In the same way, a shep-
herd keeps his or her flock of sheep 
close together and protects them 
from hostile forces, Jesus took care 
of His disciples. The power behind 
the name God gave Jesus enabled 
Him to do this (vs. 12a). Only one 
was lost. 

Judas Iscariot had left the upper 
room early in the evening before 
much of Jesus’ discourse. Now Jesus 
described him as one who had been 
lost (vs. 12b). Though it was prob-
ably unclear to the other eleven 
disciples who the “one doomed to 
destruction” was, Jesus knew that at 
that very moment Judas was betray-
ing Him for thirty silver coins (see 
Matt. 26:14-16).

Scripture had predicted Judas’s 

c
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of redemption to the far corners of 
the earth. But they could not serve 
Him without first being sanctified in 
Christ (vss. 17, 18).

Jesus said, “I sanctify myself” (vs. 
19), which must be a reference to the 
Cross. Jesus did not mean that He 
had to make Himself holy. Instead, 
He was affirming His dedication to 
finish God’s redemptive plan so that 
believers could be sanctified.

Jesus Prays for Unity 
(17:20-26)

“My prayer is not for them alone.  
I pray also for those who will 
believe in me through their mes-
sage, that all of them may be one, 
Father, just as you are in me and I 
am in you.” —John 17:20, 21a

The scope of Jesus’ prayer broad-
ened as He prayed specifically for 
those who would believe the mes-
sage of the eleven apostles (vs. 20). 
Previously Jesus had spoken of 
the message He had given to His 
friends, but now He noted the mes-
sage they would proclaim to others. 
Thus Jesus’ petitions henceforth 
were for all believers, including 
those who follow Christ today. 

Ask Yourself . . . If Jesus asked me 
for my prayer requests, how would I 
answer Him?

Jesus’ prayer for believers today 
is that we be unified in our faith. 
He prayed that our unity be like 

the world’s hatred. The ability to be 
intensely satisfied in Christ though 
hated by the world is one of the 
great benefits of belonging to God.

Ask Yourself . . . What is currently 
the biggest threat to my satisfaction?

Though Jesus’ disciples did not 
belong to the world, Jesus did not 
ask God to deliver them out of the 
world. They had a mission to fulfill, 
and they could not do it if they were 
taken out of the world. Neverthe-
less, Jesus did pray for their protec-
tion from Satan. He did not ask that 
they be free from hardship and per-
secution (for these things certainly 
came to all of them), but that they 
would not fall under Satan’s control 
as a result of these difficult circum-
stances (vs. 15).

Once more Jesus emphasized in 
His prayer that He and His disciples 
were not of the world. While they 
listened, they could not miss the 
implication of Jesus’ statement. They 
had come to learn that their Master 
truly was not of the world. Now 
they were beginning to understand 
that in the same way they did not 
belong to the world and so were in 
no way obligated to its self-imposed 
authority (vs. 16).

Having called His Father holy, 
Jesus now asked His Father to make 
His friends holy. He requested 
that God use His truth—that is, 
His Word—to separate them from 
evil and consecrate them for a life 
of service. In fact, just as God had 
commissioned Jesus to perform His 
earthly ministry, Jesus charged the 
eleven apostles to take His message 

d
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lead to His death on the cross. The 
path of the cross leads not to world-
ly honor, but to the glory that only 
God can give.

Jesus gave this glory to His 
friends so they would be unified in 
the same way He and His Father 
were one. In fact, Jesus indwells 
believers even as the Father 
indwelled Him. Unity among believ-
ers shows the world that Jesus was 
from God and that God loves His 
Son and us (vs. 23).

The fact that God loved Jesus 
before the creation of the world 
demonstrates that Jesus was not a 
created being. Jesus was not merely 
human, nor was He an angel. He 
was equal to the Father, present 
with God before the creation of the 
world. In addition, the intimacy 

the oneness that He has with His 
heavenly Father. He was not call-
ing for all believers to be the same 
in every way, just as the Father and 
the Son are not identical. Instead, 
He was praying that all believers 
would bond together in mutual love 
while preserving our distinctive-
ness. Furthermore, He prayed that 
as the world sees believers depen-
dent upon God, many would come 
to believe that the Father did in fact 
send Christ into the world to die for 
their sins. They would see that God 
loves them just as much as He loves 
His Son (vss. 21b, 22). 

Jesus also spoke of glory that He 
had given His disciples and that 
God had given Him. Jesus was 
apparently referring to His earthly 
mission, which would eventually 

Jesus’ Prayers
The Gospels record some of Jesus’ prayers to His Father.

• After Jesus denounced the city of Capernaum 
(Matt. 11:25, 26)

• Before Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead 
(John 11:41, 42)

• At the Last Supper 
(John 17)

• In the Garden of Gethsemane 
(Matt. 26:39, 42, 44; Mark 14:36; Luke 22:42)

• While on the cross 
(Matt. 27:46; Mark 15:34; Luke 23:34, 46)
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Finally, Jesus noted that He had 
revealed and would continue to 
reveal the Father to His disciples. 
He mentioned two purposes for this 
ongoing revelation of God. First, 
He wanted us to have the love God 
had for Him. Second, He wanted 
to indwell us. John made a simi-
lar point in his first letter when he 
wrote, “This is how God showed 
His love among us: He sent his one 
and only Son into the world that we 
might live through him” (I John 4:9).

between the Father and the Son 
demonstrates the love of God, even 
before anything was created. Jesus’ 
prayer was that those who loved 
Him would one day be with Him in 
heaven to enjoy God’s glory  
(vs. 24).

In another unique reference to 
God, Jesus called the Father “Righ-
teous” (vs. 25). Although the world 
remains ignorant of this righteous 
and powerful God, Jesus knows 
Him intimately.


